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Welcome to this month’s Newsletter 

 

Here’s hoping you have had a successful month of 

photography. 

 

Some members accepted the invitation from the Penrith 

RSL Photographic Club and attended the presentation from 

Peter Eastway, international photographer, on Monday  

10 July. Peter is a contemporary Australian photographer, 

and author, who is known worldwide for his landscape 

images.  Peter established the Better Photography 

Magazine over 20 years ago. He has an AIPP Grand Master 

of Photography plus a Fellow and Honorary Fellow of the 

Australian Institute of professional Photography. Those 

who attended, pictured below, were treated to viewing 

some fabulous photographs. His Facebook page is 

https://www.facebook.com/Peter-Eastways-Better-

Photography-Magazine-134187683285184/ and website 

http://www.betterphotography.com/ 

 

 
Peter Eastway’s presentation at Penrith RSL 

 

Over the next few months our club is going to be 

participating in a number of community events and soon 

we will be calling for volunteers. As you can imagine 

preparation for some of these events is considerable and 

as we are not a large club, the committee will be asking for 

assistance. There will be something for everyone and 

 

In Camera 
 

WHAT’S ON THIS MONTH 

 

August 2 PRESENTATION  

 Flash Photography 
 

August 9 PRESENTATION 
 ‘My Photography’ 
 By Lane Cove Creative Group 
  

August 16 COMPETITION 
 FRAMING  
 
August 23 SOFTWARE NIGHT 
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chores may include meet & greet, manning a table, 

photographing events or setting up at events. 

 

Our recent Open Competition, 19 July, was very successful 

with record number of entries by members. Judged by  

Ken Caldwell, over 40 merits were awarded. Many of the 

Merit winners will represent the Hawkesbury Camera Club 

in the Sydney West Interclub Competition at Lawson on 

Sunday 13 August.  

 

 
 

All members are encouraged to attend to support our 

club by attending the Sydney West Interclub 

Competition. This is the first time our club has 

participated in this annual event. Other clubs include 

Blue Mountains, Blacktown and Upper Blue 

Mountains. Join us at Lawson Bowling Club, 2 Loftus 

Street, Lawson at 1pm. 

 

Until next time, 

 

Michelle Nichols 

 
 

 
 

Sunday, 13 August 
Lawson to Upper Blue Mountain Outing 
 
8ish to Richmond Club carpark for car pooling 
 
Explore Lawson & surrounding areas for photo 
opportunities in the morning and perhaps join other 
members at the Lawson Bowling Club for lunch and see the 
Interclub Competition take place. 
 
Contact the Outing Coordinator Alan Sadlier. 
 

 
 

Sydney West Interclub Competition 2017 
Sunday 13 August 

Lawson 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT OUTING 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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32nd NSW All Holden Day Inc. 
 

NSW Largest Holden Swap Meet – for parts & spares 
plus lots of cars in the one place  
 
Venue:  Hawkesbury Show Ground, Racecourse 

Rd, Clarendon, NSW 
Dates:  5 - 6 August 2017 
Website:  https://www.nswallholdenday.com.au/  
 

Australiana Pioneer Village 
 
Venue: Located at: Rose Street, Wilberforce NSW 

2756  
Website:  http://theapv.org.au/ 
 

 
 

Sydney Antique Machinery Club 

Annual ‘Clarendon Classic’ Rally 
 

Dates:  Saturday 16 to Sunday 17 September 2017 
Venue:  Hawkesbury Show Ground, Racecourse 

Rd, Clarendon, NSW 
 
Displays include 100 Years of the Fordson Tractor & 
150 Years of Lister. Also including The Model & 
Hobby Show, Kenworth Klassic Truck Show (KK17) 
Steam train rides operated by Lachlan Valley Railway 
from Richmond to Mulgrave. Need to book train rides 
online.  
More info see 
http://www.sydneyantiquemachineryclub.com/samc-
flyer-rally-2017.html  

40th Annual Art Show at Ebernezer 
 

 
 
Ebenezer P&C Association will be holding its 40th Annual 
Art Show at on the 11 and 12 of August 2017.  
 
Enter the Photograph competition.  
Entries close by Friday 4 August 2017,  
Deliver images to school by Friday 11 August. 
 
Date:  Saturday 12 August – 10am to 3pm 
Venue:   Ebenezer Public School, 531 Sackville Road, 

Ebenezer 
Official opening:  

Friday 11 August – from 7pm to 10pm  
 

Better Photography Competition 
Closes 15 August 

 

 
 

Daffodil Festival 
 

Photo Opportunities 

Blue Mountains Botanic Garden 

Mount Tomah 

 

The Garden will be transformed by 1,000s of daffodils 
erupt in bloom. BYO picnic and enjoy taking photos. 
For a small fee, book in for a guided daffodil walk or 
bulb growing workshop. 
 
Date:  Saturday 19 August - Sunday 27 August 

2017 @ 9:30am-12:30pm 
Venue:  Blue Mountains Botanic Garden, Bells Line 

off Road, Mount Tomah 2758 
Cost:  Free admission 
 

 

https://www.nswallholdenday.com.au/
http://theapv.org.au/
http://www.sydneyantiquemachineryclub.com/samc-flyer-rally-2017.html
http://www.sydneyantiquemachineryclub.com/samc-flyer-rally-2017.html
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Sydney Tramway Museum 

Photographers Afternoon & Evening 
 

Date: Saturday, 16 September 

Website: 

https://www.sydneytramwaymuseum.com.au/tramf

ans/events/upcoming-events/ 

 

 
 

Tulip Time Festival – Bowral 
 

Date: 12 – 24 September 

More Info: 

http://www.visitnsw.com/destinations/country-

nsw/southern-highlands/bowral/events/tulip-time-festival 

 

2017 Floriade - Canberra 
 

Celebrating 30th Year 

 

Date: 16 September – 15 October 

More Info: 

http://www.floriadeaustralia.com/ 

 

 
 

4 Simple Ways to Get Sharper Photos 

A Post By: Adam Welch 

If I were to ask you what the best way to make sharper 

photographs is, your mind might instantly jump to 

something like, “Get a better lens.” While the quality of 

your lens glass certainly does play a huge role in overall 

image sharpness, it is not an absolute guarantee. 

 

There are many other factors that come into play when 

discussing image sharpness or lack thereof. I’ve even said 

things myself like, “If I only had this lens or that lens, I 

could make better photos.” But have you considered the 

other reasons why your images seem to lack that 

wonderful sharpness we all chase? 

 
 

Let’s face it, not all of us can afford the top of the line 

lenses that we believe will deliver the utmost clarity in our 

photographs. But there are so many other things that can 

be done to make sure you don’t stand in the way of even 

your kit lenses of delivering the best images possible. Here 

a few easy tips you can use right now to make sure you get 

the most out of whatever glass you might have on 

hand…or rather, on camera – and get help you get sharper 

photos. 

 

#1 – Ye’ Olde Tripod 

Here it comes. That same old practice that I’ve always 

implored you to do – use a tripod. There’s simply no 

escaping the fact that the more steady your camera is the 

sharper your images will be. Read: 5 Tips to Get Sharp 

Photos While Using a Tripod for more on this. 

 

 
 

The truth is, excuses for not using a tripod are becoming 

slimmer and slimmer. Lightweight travel-style tripods (like 

the Vanguard tripod I wrote about here) are becoming 

more readily available. These are small and light options 

that fit in your camera bag without dragging you down. 

While not always practical, of course, a tripod (even a 

monopod) is the single best option you have for steadying 

your camera while making a photo. But when a tripod isn’t 

possible there are still ways to physically steady your 

camera for the capture. Like these… 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS 

\ 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

https://www.sydneytramwaymuseum.com.au/tramfans/events/upcoming-events/
https://www.sydneytramwaymuseum.com.au/tramfans/events/upcoming-events/
http://www.visitnsw.com/destinations/country-nsw/southern-highlands/bowral/events/tulip-time-festival
http://www.visitnsw.com/destinations/country-nsw/southern-highlands/bowral/events/tulip-time-festival
http://www.floriadeaustralia.com/
https://digital-photography-school.com/author/adamwelch/
https://digital-photography-school.com/5-tips-sharp-photos-using-tripod/
https://digital-photography-school.com/5-tips-sharp-photos-using-tripod/
https://digital-photography-school.com/overview-vanguard-veo-235ab-tripod/
https://digital-photography-school.com/tripod-versus-monopod-comparison/
https://digital-photography-school.com/tripod-versus-monopod-comparison/
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#2 – How to Hold Your Camera Steady 

There isn’t a set way to place your hands for each and 

every camera you may encounter. But there are some 

basic principles to follow that can help you to keep your 

camera physically stable when shooting handheld. 

 

The most important thing to remember is that the further 

your camera moves away from your center of gravity, the 

more inherent possible camera shake will become. This 

means that whenever possible you should hold your arms 

close to your body and avoid putting distance between 

yourself and the camera. 

 

Arms out making the camera unsteady 

 

 
Arms and elbows tucked in, this is much more stable. 

 

Furthermore, the manner with which you hold the camera 

in your hands becomes important. Keep a comfortable yet 

firm grip with your shutter hand while your left hand 

remains beneath the lens close to the camera body, all the 

while still being capable of adjusting the lens focus or 

zoom ring. Your left hand should be pressing slightly 

backward in opposition to your shutter hand. 

 
Hold the camera and lens firmly but stay flexible.  Notice 

the left hand is under the lens. 

 

This will allow more steady control of the entire setup to 

reduce shake. Again, experiment with different 

configurations of the same grip so that you become the 

most comfortable. Just remember to keep those elbows 

tucked in close to your body, with your left hand cradling 

the lens firmly underneath close to the camera. Your right 

hand should be gripping the camera equally as firmly with 

opposing forward pressure to your left hand. 

 

If you want to test yourself, take in a deep breath before 

each shot and exhale half way before you click the shutter. 

These little nuances may seem somewhat neurotic but can 

help you to get sharper photos when the odds are against 

you. 

 

#3 – The Importance of Shutter Speed 

Much like the idea of preventing camera shake, the faster 

the shutter speed you can use the better it is in terms of 

making your images sharper. Motion is always your 

enemy. Unless you purposefully want to impart motion to 

your photograph the more helpful arresting it in your 

frame will be. One of the most helpful methods you will 

find to reduce both camera shake and subject blur when 

shooting handheld is something called the Reciprocal Rule. 

Which really, is more of a guideline than a rule. 

 

The Reciprocal Rule is simply a calculation based on 

whatever focal length lens you happen to be using. Just 

take the focal length in millimetres and make it a fraction. 

If you’re shooting a 50mm lens your maximum shutter 

speed should not be slower than 1/50th of a second. If 

you’re shooting a 24mm lens then the shutter speed 

should be at least 1/24th second; a 300mm lens would 

need 1/300th, and so forth. If the exact shutter speed isn’t 

available just round up to the nearest speed (or faster). 

 

Here are a couple of examples of the improved sharpness 

based on an increase in shutter speed according to the 

Reciprocal Rule: 

 

https://digital-photography-school.com/intentional-blur-create-awesome/
https://digital-photography-school.com/intentional-blur-create-awesome/
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Shot at 1/40th of a second with 85mm lens – notice how 

it’s not quite sharp. Usually when you see a sort of double 

image like this – it’s due to the shutter speed being too 

slow. 

 

Now notice the reduction in motion blur once the shutter 

is increased to 1/100th second. 

 

 
Shot at 1/100th of a second with an 85mm lens 

 

This is an easy and quick way to prevent your images from 

suffering sharpness robbing blur due to camera shake. 

While not perfect, the Reciprocal Rule will become your 

best friend in the field. 

 

#4 – What’s a Sweet Spot Anyway? 

Regardless of the lens you happen to be using, it has what 

is often referred to as a sweet spot. This is the aperture 

range of your lens that will produce the sharpest images. 

This range varies even between lenses of the same make 

and model, so personal experimentation is a must in order 

to determine where the sweet spot of your particular lens 

may be. Read: How to Identify Your Lens’s Sweet Spot 

 

 
 

Begin at the largest aperture (smallest f-number like f/4) 

and make photos at each aperture up to the minimum 

aperture (largest f-number like f/22 or f/32) of your lens. 

Adjust shutter speed and ISO as you go to normalize the 

exposure. Then examine each image throughout the 

frame, especially at the corners, to see which apertures 

give you the best sharpness. This is a somewhat tedious 

process, but I assure you it will pay off in more ways than 

you might imagine. 

 

When in doubt, always place the subject of your photo 

towards the middle of the frame. The center of the lens 

glass will virtually always be the sharpest area. So, 

regardless of the aperture you happen to employ the more 

important aspect of your photo will benefit from the most 

physical sharpness possible. 

 

Summing Up 

 When you can, use a tripod. A tripod really is your best 

friend. 

 Practice good camera holding techniques. Keep those 

elbows tucked in with your left hand firmly (yet still 

manoeuvrable) cradling the lens from underneath. Use 

your right hand to tightly grip the camera body in 

opposition to your left hand. 

 

 Use the fastest shutter speed allowable for your image 

effect. If you need to figure a maximum shutter speed 

quickly use the Reciprocal Rule (one over the focal 

length of your lens). 

 Learn the sweet spot of your lenses. Figure out the 

optimum sharpness aperture for each. If conditions 

don’t allow you to use that particular setting, then 

place your subject as close to the center of the frame 

as possible. 

 

Reference:  Pinterest https://au.pinterest.com/ 

https://digital-photography-school.com/find-your-lens-sweet-spot/
https://digital-photography-school.com/find-your-lens-sweet-spot/
https://digital-photography-school.com/what-the-numbers-on-your-lens-mean/
https://digital-photography-school.com/what-the-numbers-on-your-lens-mean/
https://au.pinterest.com/
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Kodak i1300 Series Document Scanner  
Brand new, still in box unopened. 

$100 ONO 

Call Marian Paap – 0402 116670 

 

 
 

 
Stock Photo 

 

Film Scanner 
$100 ONO 

The Plustek OpticFilm 7200 Film Scanner is capable of 

scanning 35mm slides and negatives at a resolution of 

7200 dpi. It is the perfect scanner for photographers. 

 
 

 
 

INSPIRATIONAL QUOTES 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

FOR SALE 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 
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- Label images accordingly for your grade (A or B), 
- Two digit year of comp (ie. 17 for 2017),  
- Two digit month of comp (ie. 02 for February),  
- Sequence number of entry in category (1, 2, 3 or 4),  
- Entrant’s name [example A17051MichelleN.jpg]. 
 

A17021MichelleN 
 

 

Grade    Year    Month    Sequence    Name 

 

For electronic copies of prints – use the same naming 

sequence as per projected images, but include the word 

‘PRINT’ at the beginning. 

 

PRINT_A17021MichelleN 

 

 
 

Do you have an article, story or tips that you would like to 

share with other members through the monthly 

newsletter?   

 

Contributions can be submitted at any time to the Editor 

Marian Paap Marian@secureaz.net.  The newsletter is 

distributed prior to the first meeting of each month. 

 

 
Hawkesbury Camera Club has a Facebook page. Follow us 

on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/ 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Don’t forget to make use of all of the features for 

members on the Hawkesbury Camera Club website at 

http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/  

 
 

HOW TO NAME PROJECTED IMAGES 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

HCC FACEBOOK 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

HCC WEBSITE  

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

mailto:Marian@secureaz.net
https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/
http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/
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OUTING TO MANLY  

29 JULY 

 

With a bright and chilly Saturday morning we travelled by train to Circular Quay and then enjoyed a pleasant sail 

across the harbour to Manly. 

 

After phone Numbers were exchanged we agreed that Shelley Beach would be our target to aim for. Some in groups 

and some solo.  

 

Upon arrival at Shelley Beach there was a diving school getting ready to start their pre dive checks and then venture 

into the water.  

 

I managed to trip and stumble on some loose sand however like most shooters my only concern was for my lens. 

Onlookers who tried to assist were amazed after they helped to rise that "It’s all ok my camera is fine, thank you." 

 

Meeting back at the Manly Wharf we enjoyed a different view of Sydney Harbour as the effects of a back burn were 

clearly evident.  Another day of fun filled excitement for all. 

 

Alan Sadlier 

Outing Coordinator 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

OUR PAST MONTH - JULY 
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Photos by Alan Sadlier 

 

Deborah Cloake wrote… 

 

We had a lovely time and I especially enjoyed the ferry ride over this morning when the harbour was at its 

sparkling best in the sunshine.  The smoke from fire burn offs was really thick for our trip back home.  

As always the company was great and we really enjoyed our day. 

 

 



Page 13 of 19 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Photos by Deborah Cloake 
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MILKY WAY – STAR SHOOT 

23 JULY 

 

The 23 July was the optimum time to photograph the Milky Way with no Moon present. A couple of 

members, in full thermals, ventured out in 1 Degree temperature at Eugowra, near Forbes, to record the 

event. With a clear night it was one of those “You should have been there” nights with stars at the horizon 

as bright as those above. Shooting next to a dam enabled us to get reflections of the Southern Cross in the 

water, once the ducks were scared off!!  Camera settings are easily found on the Internet. A wide angle lens 

is a must; I used a 20mm f2.8 prime and a 12—24 f4 to achieve some reasonable results. Some post 

processing may be advantageous. 

The next ‘no moon’ date is 22 August, it won’t be as cold and if a clear night is forecast another attempt is 

on the cards. If anyone is interested the nearest Motel is at Forbes, 37km away. See Pete at the Club. 
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Photos by Pete Burford 
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NORTH HEAD 

Quarantine Station 

 

On a recent, never been there before, trip to North Head Quarantine Station a view into Sydney’s past 

revealed an insight to difficulties faced controlling infectious diseases carried by new migrants. Apart from 

the vista of Sydney Harbour, a guided tour of the now defunct facility is available. Access can be had by 

ferry to Manly then bus to the Q Station where a free shuttle bus can convey you to different historical 

areas.  

 

A Museum is located near the wharf as is a fine restaurant and bar. Walking around the precinct is only for 

the very fit and mountain goats.   

 

Accommodation in refurbished rooms is available via www.accorhotels.com 

 

For those interested in the Military, the North Fort Artillery museum is located nearby. Info available on the 

Net. 

 

Pete Burford 

 

 
Autoclave 

http://www.accorhotels.com/
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Boilers Boiler House  

 

 
View from North Head 
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Photos by Pete Burford 

 

 

JULY COMPETITION - OPEN 

19 JULY 
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Newsletter Contributions 
To the Newsletter Editor-Marian Paap – newslettereditor@hawkesburycameraclub.com.au 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/ 
https://www.flickr.com/groups/hawkesburyimages/ 

http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/ 

 

mailto:newslettereditor@hawkesburycameraclub.com.au
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