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May was a month of mixed successes. The committee 

has strived to engage speakers to present on 

nominated topics and provide a comprehensive and 

informative program for the year. We had a last 

minute cancellation and had to improvise for our 

Black and White presentation. I acknowledge the 

effort Michelle Nichols put in at short notice and 

thank her for an informative and inspiring 

presentation. 

 

Presenters are becoming scarce and finding judges is 

an increasingly challenging enterprise. Our club is 

growing in membership and the needs of our 

members for relevant information as to how to 

improve their knowledge and express this in creating 

their images have to be met. 

 

We had an outing to Fagan Park in Galston that was 

well attended and we enjoyed the colours of autumn 

in brilliant sunshine at a venue that provided both 

opportunity and challenges. Items of historical, 

architectural and horticultural interest were in 

abundance. In short: something for everyone. Those 

members who abandoned the comfort of the doona 

and got out early were rewarded with images blessed 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾŜƴǳŜ 

and photographs well in all seasons. Do a little 

homework before you go and check if the museum(s) 

will be open.  

 

The annual interclub competition between Castle Hill, 

Blacktown and Hawkesbury camera clubs was 

conducted this month. We thank Castle Hill for their 

hospitality and warm welcome for the event. Phil 

Ramsden was the judge for the evening and we were 
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both entertained and enlightened by his appraisal, 

insights and commentary on the works submitted.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our 

members for submitting images for this competition 

and congratulate those who helped contribute. We 

managed to secure second place. The club paid for 

the printing and mounting of the images and others 

from recent interclub comps. The committee has 

decided to offer these images to Fitzgerald House. If 

the offer is accepted the authors will be 

acknowledged by plaques attached to the mounts.  

John Hughes 

 

John Hughes  

 

 

 
 

PHOTOGRAPHS BRING HAPPINESS 
 

My daughter Erica has two children, Adam and Lucas.  

While waiting at school with Lucas to pick up Adam, Erica 

ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ ǿƘƻ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘŜǊ άƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ 

picture of your son in the Hawkesbury Hospital?έ  Which 

ǎƘŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ά¸ŜǎέΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƻƭŘ 9ǊƛŎŀ ǎƘŜ worked 

ƛƴ wŀŘƛƻƭƻƎȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦ  {ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ άEvery time I see the 

ǇƘƻǘƻΣ ƛǘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ƳŜ ǎǳŎƘ Ƨƻȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅέ, also with 

people passing it bring on a smile. 

 

Erica passed on the story that Lucas had found a box of 

Ψ.ŀƴŘŀƛŘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘƛŎƪ ƻn the lot.  Erica then 

tole the lady that her father belonged to the Hawkesbury 

Photographic Club and managed to get the shot of Lucas in 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ άIŜŀƭƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ōƻŘȅέΦ 

 

It is rewarding to see the efforts of the photo club putting 

up photogr4aphs annually in the Hospital is appreciated by 

staff, children, patients and lots of others. 

 

 
 

By Don Clay 

 

 

5 QUICK TIPS FOR AWESOME SHADOW PHOTOGRAPHY 

IMAGES 
 

Shadow photography is a simple, yet effective way to 

create stunning images of just about any subject. All you 

need to get started in shadow photography is a light 

source and a subject who casts a shadow ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘΗ 

 

 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS 

\  
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If you are interested in trying out shadow photography, 

here are some tips to get you started: 

 

1.  Look down, not ahead 

 

 
photo by flicks-of-micks 

 

In general, you are going to find shadows on the ground or 

against walls and other surfaces. This requires a bit of a 

different approach, since as photographers we tend to 

look around, not down, to compose images. So the next 

time you are out with your camera try to remind yourself 

to actively look for shadows and see what you find. 

 

2.  Wait for dramatic light 

 

 
photo by Kevin H. 

 

The best shadows are created by light that is lower on the 

horizon, which creates strong, long, and dramatic 

ǎƘŀŘƻǿǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘ 

outdoors closer to sunrise and sunset, when the sun is 

lower in the sky (rather than directly above you. If you are 

photographing indoors you can use a lamp without the 

shade to create a strong light source, which will result in 

strong shadows. The closer your light source is to the 

ground (or to the level the shadow-casting object is, such 

as on a table), the longer of a shadow you will end up with. 

 

3.  Include the subject or not? 

 

 
photo by Grozz 

 

Whether to include the subject within the photo or not is a 

personal choice and primarily depends on the type of 

image you want to create. Including the subject tells the 

viewer who the photo is about, while leaving the subject 

out tends to add more mystery as the viewer will be 

guessing who or what is casting the shadow. You can try 

both approaches; then decide which result creates a better 

final image. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/7226444@N04/2205590023/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/kevharb/4220013909/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/imantsgross/3703681417/
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4.  Look for patterns 

 

 
photo by vividBreeze 

 

Images that combine shadows and patterns can turn out 

very dramatic ς so keep an eye out for any patterns and 

shadows that you can capture on camera. Patterns exist 

ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ 

and identifying photographic opportunities. Some great 

examples include power lines, rock formations, buildings, 

birds, bugs, flowers, etc. 

 

5.  Get inspiration 

 

 
photo by Jose Betancur 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ άŘƻέ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƘŀŘƻǿǎ ŀƴŘ 

photography, check out some online photo galleries of 

shadow photography, particularly the work of Alexey 

Bednij, who has created powerful, dynamic images using 

shadows and patterns. By viewing what others have 

created using shadows, you can get a better idea of what 

types of shadows to look for and how you should approach 

the scene to capture it on camera. 

 

Final tip: As long as you are comfortable using it, try to 

capture shadow images using manual mode, which give 

you more control over the exposure. The automatic 

ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ƳŜǘŜǊ ƻƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ άƭƛƎƘǘŜƴέ 

the shadows, resulting in an overexposed image. 

 

About the author: Angela Heidt is the owner and sole 

proprietor of WriteAngel, offering professional writing 

services for small and medium-sized business in North 

America and abroad. Angela is a regular ghost writer for 

several photography-related blogs and also assists 

professional photographers complete their writing projects, 

including a few full-length books available on Amazon. 

 

Reference:  Google ς Photodoto 

 

 

 
 

 

INSPIRATIONAL QUOTES 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/vividbreeze/2781396500/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/chiky/3955455523/
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To make things easy on Competition nights, can members 

please print out their own copy of the Competition 

Scoresheet from the website and fill it in beforehand. 

Please print clearly so that it easy to transcribe the 

information onto the website. 

 

 
 

NOTE:  please ensure there are no images other than 

Competition photos on the USB when submitting images 

on the competition night. 

 

 
 

Hawkesbury Camera Club has a Facebook page. Follow us 

on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/ 

 

 

 
 

 
 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 

on the Hawkesbury Camera Club website at 

http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/  
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Newsletter Contributions 
To the Newsletter Editor-Marian Paap �t newslettereditor@hawkesburycameraclub.com.au  

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/ 
https://www.flickr.com/groups/hawkesburyimages/ 

http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/ 

 


