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We are rushing up to the end of our Camera Club year and 

have the usual formalities to observe. The Garden 

competition has come and gone, thanks to all involved in 

that exercise, the Interclub competition has been dealt 

with, and thanks to all involved in the execution of that 

enterprise. All that is left now is our Members 

Presentations next week and then the AGM and the 

election of the Executive and Members of the incoming 

committee the following week. Our last meeting is an open 

competition featuring images that have been exhibited in 

2018. From these images our judge will choose the Club 

Photographer of The Year. Good luck to all who 

participate. 

 

I appreciate the efforts of all committee members who 

have contributed to the successes our club has enjoyed 

this year. In particular, our Secretary, Marian Paap, should 

be awarded the committee’s medal of honour (CMoH) for 

her tireless efforts including: 

 Communicating for and on behalf of the club with our 

members 

 Liaising with Hawkesbury City Council staff for the 

Garden Competition 

 Recruiting sponsors for the Garden Competition and 

the marshalling of their donations 

 Editing and publishing our newsletter, and, 

 Providing the snacks for our ‘end of meeting’ de-brief. 

 

I acknowledge the invaluable contribution Ian Cambourne 

has made with the recruitment of some inspirational 

presenters and credible judges for our Interclub 

competitions. In particular he has performed his 

responsibilities as Treasurer impeccably. Thank you,  

Ian. Recommended committee’s medal of honour (CMoH). 

 

There is an immense amount of work that happens behind 

the scenes in our club and has to be acknowledged. Our 

Competition Manager is faced with the monthly challenge 
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of sourcing judges for our competition nights and this can 

be frustrating. The FCC Judges list is not only out of date 

but there is an ever dwindling list of available judges 

willing to come to our venue. We have to accept that this 

is the realty Camera Clubs are now facing and our program 

for the year has had to be modified to introduce self-

judging for some competitions. Speaking with committee 

members from the clubs participating in the recent 

Interclub competition it has been suggested that we foster 

interaction between the clubs to develop a program where 

we can train and offer judges as required between clubs. 

This could be a workable solution and I suggest the 

incoming committee pursue this idea. Meanwhile, I take 

this opportunity to thank Michelle Nichols for her work in 

this role and commend her as a recipient of the 

committee’s medal of honour (CMoH). 

 

Jonathan Auld has been our webmaster for 5 years and has 

done a Stirling job in the role. Our members rarely take 

advantage of the opportunity to publish their work on the 

club’s web site in either the private or public galleries and I 

think this may be to the disadvantage of our members. 

Let’s face it; we make images hoping that others will like it 

and that we get a ‘buzz’ because our work is 

acknowledged. Well, take advantage of what’s available to 

you and get yourself noticed!! If you don’t know how to 

access this resource, talk to Jonathan. But I would like to 

personally thank Johnathan for his contribution making the 

slideshow presentation for the Garden Competition. This 

takes a lot of time in preparation and editing and requires 

the co-operation of personalities who do not see the end 

game. Much of what is seen on the night is taken for 

granted and the people who make it happen largely 

invisible; but not today, Johnathan, you too should be 

awarded the committee’s medal of honour (CMoH). 

 

Alan Sadlier made a notable contribution with his selection 

of excursion venues and when he decided to ‘go west’ his 

role was taken over by Lesley and Debbie. I extend my 

thanks to all three for their contributions to an interesting 

and provocative program. Recommended, (CMoH). 

 

Thanks to all members who contributed to the ‘Members 

Presentations’ program. These are a simple way of 

showing images captured as you go about your 

photographic journey. Our club is about ‘Taking 

Photographs, Showing Photographs, and Talking 

Photographs’ and what better way to do it. 

Cheers 

John Hughes 

 

 

 
 

Windsor Photographer - Thomas Boston 

By Michelle Nichols 
 

Photography began in Australia in the 1840s with several 

photographers setting up in the Hawkesbury during the 

1850s and 1860s. One well well-known photographer was 

Thomas Boston. Jeweller and photographer, Thomas was 

born in 1843 and migrated to Australia with his family 

when he was 17. 

 

By 1861 he was working as a watchmaker in Newtown and 

by 1867 was working also working as a photographer as 

was his brother. As photography became more affordable, 

the number of photographers increased. It appears that 

Boston formed a partnership with professional 

photographer C. F. Barker in 1865 and the pair travelled 

throughout the southern NSW including Yass and Young. 

He also teamed up with Sydney photographer Wykes 

Norton for a short time. 

 

Most of Boston’s photographs were albumen prints 

including the popular carte de visite which were invented 

in 1854 and launched in Australia five years later. Paper 

contact prints were reproduced from glass plates then 

trimmed and attached to a stiff card, measuring about 

100 x 65mm. He also produced collodion dry-plate 

glass negatives, which were popular for landscapes 

 

 
Boston’s photograph of the opening of Windsor Bridge, 1874 

Courtesy State Library of NSW 

 

By 1874 Boston was established in Windsor and set up his 

studio in George Street and resided in Macquarie Street. 

The astronomer John Tebbutt noted that Mr Boston, “was 

an excellent photographer” and he had taken photographs 

of Tebbutt’s house and observatories in 1880. 

 

 

 

WINDSOR PHOTOGRAPHER 

\ 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 
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Some of his memorable photographs include the series 

taken in 1874, when he captured the aftermath of the 

disastrous fire that burnt much of the commercial centre 

of Windsor. Only two of these photographs survive today. 

When the Hawkesbury district was in flood in 1879, Boston 

was kept busy taking photographic views of the flood.  

 

Thomas died from kidney disease on 2 March 1883 and 

was buried at Waverley Cemetery. He was a photographer 

for over fifteen years in a unique time in history. He 

photographed many individuals, scenes and events in the 

local area and his surviving portraits show his artistic skill 

in capturing local residents. 

 

 
Unknown portrait by Thomas Boston 

Courtesy State Library of Victoria 

 

 
Boston’s ‘flourish’ on back of a photograph 

Courtesy State Library of Victoria 
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HOW TO FIND YOUR UNIQUE VOICE AS  

A PHOTOGRAPHER 

By Tien Frogget 

 

It’s not just enough to be good – you’ve got to find your 

own unique voice. The question is – how? 

 

 
Photo by Wendell; ISO 162. 

 

This article will take you through several things that you 

can to do help you discover and carve out your own one-

of-a-kind path as a photographer. 

 

1.  FOCUS ON WHAT INTERESTS YOU 

This may seem obvious, but there are still a lot of people 

who go about this all the wrong way. They ask themselves, 

“What field of photography has the most demand right 

now? What area will be the most lucrative?” And then they 

go out and try to fit themselves into that picture. 

 

But you will never be as successful doing this as you could 

be taking pictures of what interests you. 

 

Why? Because when you are interested in something, you 

will enjoy it more. You will go out of your way to portray it 

in a good light. You will be more creative and want to try 

new things. This is so important and yet most people don’t 

even think twice about it. 

 

If you love food, take pictures of food. If you are an animal 

whisperer, maybe you would adore being a pet 

photographer. If there’s nothing in the world that feeds 

your soul like going for a hike, you would probably make 

an excellent nature or landscape photographer. 

 

When you are passionate about what you do, it is a simple 

fact that your joy will propel you forward. You will not be 

dragging yourself out of bed, you will be leaping from the 

mattress full of excitement and enthusiasm, and that in 

turn will carry over into your work. 

 

2.  ASK YOURSELF: “HOW COULD I DO THIS IN ANOTHER 

WAY?” 

This powerful question will get your mind working on new 

possibilities. Though you may not have an epiphany each 

time you ask yourself this, you are always encouraging 

your brain to make new pathways and connections. And 

every once in a while, you will have an “ah-HA!” that 

makes it all worthwhile. 

 

If you are serious about photography, you should always 

be taking pictures of what you are most passionate about. 

But it’s also just as beneficial to try new things and take 

pictures of different subjects, too. This doesn’t necessarily 

mean forcing yourself to take pictures of things that you 

aren’t interested in, but finding ways of taking pictures of 

anything in such a way that you find it interesting. It 

pushes you to always stay fresh and always continue 

learning and growing. Reading books and taking classes is 

fine, but I believe that the best teacher is firsthand 

experience. If you are continually searching for new 

subjects and new ways of photographing them then you 

are keeping yourself on your toes, and you work will never 

become stale. 

 

Passion and excitement are the fires that fuel brilliance, 

and in order to keep that flame stoked you will need to 

look for ways to keep your own interest pulsing within you. 

I know from firsthand experience that when I go out and 

do something I’ve never done before with my photography 

I take a giant creative leap and everything that I learn 

carries over into each project I take on next. 

 

TIPS 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/intherough/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/intherough/4300934132/
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Photo by Wayne Stadler; ISO 200, f/5.6, 1/125-second 

exposure. 

 

3.  AVOID THE #1 CREATIVITY KILLER 

Contrary to popular belief, reading more books and taking 

more classes does not always make you a better 

photographer. Don’t get me wrong; they can be incredibly 

helpful tools that help you learn and grow – to an extent. 

However, there is a point that most photographers reach 

where studying and learning stops being helpful and 

becomes counterproductive. How do you know that 

you’ve reached that point? 

 

When you find yourself critiquing and criticizing your work 

more than you are simply enjoying it. 

 

You might be thinking, “Now wait a minute. Hold on. 

Critiquing helps me to get better! That’s how I learn. I see 

what worked, what didn’t, and I can correct and improve.” 

 

Yes, in an ideal world. And usually this works in 

moderation. However, I’ve seen more photographers shut 

themselves down long before they ever truly delved into 

their potential because of this #1 creativity-killer: 

perfectionism. They over-analyze all of the details of their 

photos, attempting to make everything in each one of 

them just right. 

 

Photography is not supposed to be perfect. There are 

technical tools that we can use to improve our 

photographs, but they are only that: tools – not rules. Just 

like people, photos are technically imperfect – and yet 

that’s what makes them so beautiful. Each photo is an 

impression of a moment in time that will never again be 

recaptured. And only you, from your unique viewpoint, 

have the ability to take that picture. 

 

Some of the most famous photos, considered by many to 

be the best of the best, have imperfections! In fact, most 

of them do! Not only that, everyone has different tastes. 

Something that one person might call a “problem area” 

might be the reason that someone else LOVES that exact 

same photo. Are you going to deprive dozens of people the 

enjoyment of your art simply because one person said 

“this part isn’t in perfect focus.” Screw focus! Seriously! 

 

 
Photo by Robert Cross; ISO 200, f/1.7, 1/1250-second exposure. 

 

If you take the picture and you like it, then what anyone 

else says doesn’t matter. The “rules” are great to a certain 

extent, and then after that they start to hinder you. You 

may discover that you like those blurry abstract photos 

more than the ones in crisp, clear focus. And you might 

just find that there are a lot of other people out there who 

love this type of photography and would even hang it on 

their wall. But if you stop after that first blurry photo 

because some teacher or even just random person said 

that it makes it a bad photo, you may have just shut down 

the possibility of an incredible photography career because 

you limited yourself to the same box that everyone else 

lives in. 

 

Stop trying to make your photos adhere to everyone else’s 

rules, and they will stop looking like everyone else’s 

photos. 

 

The true “greats” in any field not only break the rules, but 

reinvent them. 

 

4. TAKE PHOTOS EVERY SINGLE DAY 

Most photographers believe that searching for the 

problems and imperfections is not just the best way to 

improve, but the only way to improve. I disagree. Although 

this can be helpful to an extent, it is way more beneficial to 

just go out and take photos. 

 

In fact, this is the best way to get good at anything: do it. 

Over and over and over and over and over again. By doing 

it, you train yourself to see the beauty in things and 

intuitively find the best angles. You get to the point where 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/waynerd/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/53400673@N08/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/waynerd/13674539245/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/53400673@N08/15080183790/
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you don’t even have to think about it anymore because it 

comes so naturally. 

 

Take hundreds of photos. Don’t limit yourself. Yes, you can 

ask yourself as you are taking the picture, “How can I make 

this better? How can I frame this in order to enhance the 

features that I want?” But in this day and age, there’s no 

excuse not to take a photo if something catches your eye. 

With a digital camera, there are no negative consequences 

for filling up your memory card (unless you don’t have 

another one and still need to take more photos.) The more 

you take, the more selection you have to choose from. 

 

Photo by Hansel and Regrettal; ISO 1600, f/2.8, 1/160-

second exposure. 

 

Some of my very favorite photos that I’ve taken were 

simply on a whim. I saw something and thought, “hmm, I 

like that. I don’t know if it’ll make a very good photo, but 

there’s only one way to find out.” Click, click, click, click…. 

click. I’ll take the same picture from a few different angles. 

I’ll zoom out, zoom in, try different things. And often the 

one that I took as an extra is the very best one. 

 

Try different things! Take the “technically correct” photo. 

Then break ALL off the rules! That’s how you step outside 

of the box and do new things. 

 

Oh, and avoid those stupid forums where photographers 

sit around critique each others’ work. Well, you don’t have 

to if you don’t want to, but I’ve learned to stay away from 

them. People spend more time critiquing photos than they 

do taking them, and they’ve gotten so good at looking for 

problems that they see them everywhere. I’ve uploaded 

pieces of my best work to those sites, pieces are well loved 

by my agent, the design industry, my followers, and gotten 

critiques like, “Sorry, but there are parts of this that aren’t 

in focus. It’s just confusing and the photo doesn’t work.” 

Then other people rave over it and hang it on their wall 

and treasure it. 

 

Just because one person says it doesn’t mean it’s true. 

Don’t let yourself get discouraged. Photography should be 

first and foremost, fun! 

 

5. DON’T WORRY IF YOU “MISS” OPPORTUNITIES 

Every photographer experiences those moments when we 

miss that perfect shot. That rare species of eagle (so to 

speak) flies over our head and we weren’t ready, or the 

exposure wasn’t right, or we got the shot, but it was 

blurry, and so on. I’ve seen a lot of people spend hours, 

and even occasionally days, agonizing over what they 

missed. 

Photography isn’t how many shots you get or miss, it’s 

about how many you take – and keep taking. I have missed 

thousands of great shots – and screwed up thousands 

more. I take more “bad” photos than good, and though I 

do feel disappointed sometimes when I really wanted to 

get something and it didn’t work out, I always shrug my 

shoulders and say, “hey, it wasn’t meant to be.” Then I get 

out my camera, and go take some more pictures. 

 

I can’t even tell you how many times I tried to get pictures 

of a bird of prey feasting on it’s dinner, and the shots 

didn’t turn out. I had so many “missed” opportunities. And 

then one day I looked out my grandmother’s kitchen 

window and just two yards away was this hawk eating a 

mouse. Because of the window between us, I was able to 

get as close as I wanted without scaring the bird away. 

There are always more opportunities. 

 

When you have the attitude of not worrying about 

whether you get a shot or not and just enjoy the process, 

you invite more opportunities in. Life becomes magical. 

 

6. TAKE PHOTOS BECAUSE YOU LOVE TO – FOR NO OTHER 

REASON 

The #1 most important thing you can do to improve your 

photos and find your unique voice is to HAVE FUN! 

 

Is it really that simple? Yes, yes, and yes! 

 

When you are having fun and trying new things and 

exploring and enjoying yourself, you are naturally more 

creative. Ideas will occur to you that you never thought of 

before. Things will naturally fall into place. Having fun is 

the key to being good. Seriously. 

 

Taking beautiful photographs is something that comes 

from the heart, not the mind. So many photographers 

spend all their energy researching the perfect equipment 

and collecting fancy lenses and filters. They strive for the 

technically perfect photo, and if they don’t achieve it they 

criticize their own work and hide it away. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/sakharnair/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sakharnair/8526838836/
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Before I started photography, I don’t think I ever truly saw 

what was around me. In a sense, I was walking blind 

through my world, never noticing how pretty the cracks in 

the sidewalk were, or just how many colors there are in a 

single flower. To me, that’s the gift of photography; not 

the end result, but the ability to see the beauty of the 

world around me in a new way, and have the chance to 

capture it and share it with others. I do it for the joy of it, 

and if other people can share in that joy then it is 

wonderful. Still, even if others don’t, photography has 

been one of the greatest gifts of my life. 

 

Photography is a journey. If you are trying to create work 

in order to sell it, you are probably over-thinking it. If you 

do it because you love it, you are creating what comes 

from your heart and soul. Do it because taking photos 

makes you feel good, and people will see it and like it 

because it resonates with them, and makes them feel 

good. 

 

 
Photo by Susanne Nilsson; ISO 400, f/5.0, 1/13-second 

exposure. 

 

7. GET INSPIRED! 

Being truly unique is about getting all of the other voices 

out of your head about what you could do and what you 

should do and how things are supposed to be done. It’s 

about quieting all your thoughts and then listening to the 

stillness and the silence where all of the new ideas are and 

getting in touch with your spirit. This is where you will hear 

the inspiration that will cause you to make uncommon 

connections and spawn new and great creations. 

 

Do those things that feed your soul – eat delicious foods, 

read inspiring books, spend time with creative people, 

listen to music that transports you to a whole new world. It 

is often in those moments when you are simply enjoying 

life that the best ideas occur or you have the most 

wonderful photo opportunities. 

 

Those very things that inspire you are often hints and 

nudges in the direction that you could take your 

photography to move it to the next level. 

 

About the Author: 

Tien Frogget (www.tienfrogget.com) is a third generation 

artist with a passion for creativity and beauty. She is a 

virtual renaissance woman and enjoys a wide variety of 

creative media besides photography, including painting, 

writing, filmmaking, music, cooking, dancing, and graphic 

design. It is the diversity of her experiences and passion for 

living that fills her creations with unique perspective. 

 

Source:  Picture Correct.com 

 

 

 
 

I think to be a good photographer, you need to have an 

inquiring mind and to be very curious.  I keep it simple and 

generally try to treat people with the utmost dignity and 

respect when I’m photographing them.  I also try to create 

an atmosphere of trust.  Many of these portraits are the 

result of brief, chance encounters, which lasted maybe a 

couple of minutes from beginning to end. 

 

American Photographer … Steve McCurry 

 

INSPIRATIONAL QUOTES 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/infomastern/
http://www.tienfrogget.com/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/infomastern/16353364837/
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To make things easy on Competition nights, can members 

please print out their own copy of the Competition 

Scoresheet from the website and fill it in beforehand. 

Please print clearly so that it easy to transcribe the 

information onto the website. 

 

 
 

NOTE:  please ensure there are no images other than 

Competition photos on the USB when submitting images 

on the competition night. 

 

 
 

Hawkesbury Camera Club has a Facebook page. Follow us 

on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/ 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Don’t forget to make use of all of the features for members 

on the Hawkesbury Camera Club website at 

http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/  

 

 
 

COMPETITION NEWS 

FORF  

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

HCC FACEBOOK 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/
http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/


 

Page 9 of 23 
 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBITION 

ESSENCE – by Mary Nguyen 

6 October 

 

Congratulations Mary! 

 

 
 

MAKING NEWS IN OCTOBER! 
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Photos by Don Clay  
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MEMBERS OUT n ABOUT 

Mayfield Garden - Oberon 

12 October 
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Photos by Marian Paap 
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HAWKESBURY GARDEN COMPETITION PRESENTATION 

Windsor RSL 

17 October 
 

Leading up to the event 
 

Some Contributions received… 
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Packing 100 show bags and sorting prizes 
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IT’S SHOW TIME!! 
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Testing Lights by Charles Sutton 
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Deborah Gilman & Tina Simm 
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 Greg Bourke – the Guest Speaker 

 Photos by Marian Paap 

 

 
Some winners  
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Grand Champion Bruce Skeen [in the middle] 

 
Photos by Charles Sutton 
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SOFTWARE NIGHT 

24 October 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Contributions 
To the Newsletter Editor-Marian Paap – newslettereditor@hawkesburycameraclub.com.au 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/ 
https://www.flickr.com/groups/hawkesburyimages/ 

http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/ 

 

mailto:newslettereditor@hawkesburycameraclub.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/
https://www.flickr.com/groups/hawkesburyimages/
http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/

