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I remember when I first came to the camera club, one 

competition night and was flawed and inspired by the 

images I saw and went home that night wondering if I would 

ever be that good. 

 

I did join the following year hence being a member now for 

over 10 years. 

 

I learnt a lot along the way, was inspired and encouraged by 

the members, which brings me here now hoping to pass on 

my photography skills and encourage us all that we are 

never too old to learn new things. 

 

Our outings were fun and helped us capture images for the 

competitions throughout the year, so special thanks to 

Deborah Cloake and Lesley McGuire. 

 

Throughout the year we had so many interesting presenters 

who shared their skills with us. 

 

My job was made easier from my fellow committee 

members. 

 

Special thanks to Marian Paap who’s the glue that keeps this 

club together. Geoff Higgins, our vice president who 

stepped in and judged and presented throughout the year. 

Tim Hodges and Michelle Nichols, our competition 

managers did a stellar job keeping our records and 

organising the judges. 

 

Johnathon Auld webmaster, his continued support 

maintaining our web page. Marina Optland, our treasure for 

keeping up to date with our fundraising and record keeping, 

and lastly Peter Burford, Jenny O’Connell, Don Clay, John 

Hughes, Ron Rodgers and Janelle Gavin for all the time and 

input to this year’s programe. 

 

I would like to welcome our new committee for 2020 

looking forward to working with you next year.  

 

In Camera 
 

2020 OFFICE BEARERS 

President Jenny Aquilina 

 0410 032 372 

Vice President Tim Hodson 

   0411 749 519 

Secretary   Marian Paap 

 0402 116 670 

Treasurer Marina Opland 

 0409 677 474 

 

2020 COMMITTEE 

Committee Don Clay 

 George Romanowski 

 Jenny O’Connell 

 Ron Rodgers 

Competition Manager Tim Hodson 

Newsletter Editor Marian Paap 

Outing Coordinator Geoff Higgins 

Webmaster Jonathan Auld 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT  

2020 – WHAT’S ON IN FEBRUARY 

February WELCOME BACK BBQ  
 6pm 

 PUGHS LAGOON - RICHMOND 
 

February Q&A 
All you need to know about the 
HCC in 2020 

WORKSHOP - Music 
 

February COMPETITION 

 Theme - OPEN 
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Finally our Christmas party at the Windsor golf club was 

enjoyed by all, we had lucky door prizes and Marina 

supplied games which I’m sure everyone thought was fun. 

 

My family and I would like to wish you and your family a 

truly blessed Christmas and a happy new year. 

 

We will be back first week in February at our usual spot 

Pughs lagoon, Richmond to yet again embark on a 

photography journey 2020. 

 
Happy snapping. 

Jenny Aquilina 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo courtesy of Lee Schatkowski 

 

Thank you everyone who’d contributed to the running of 

the newsletter throughout 2019. This is the member’s 

newsletter and please share ideas, tips etc., so I can keep 

this interesting to everyone.  

 

Wishing every one of you and your family a Merry Christmas 

and a prosperous New Year. 

 

Marian Paap – Newsletter Editor 

 

 
 

How to take Better Photos of Christmas Lights 
 

Here is an article describing how you can get better photos 

of Christmas lights. I’ve focused on the tree, but these 

concepts will work for most any lighting display. 

 

 
“Wrapping up the Season” captured by Andy Castro 

 

This time of year, everywhere you turn there are pretty 

lighting displays — ones worth capturing with our cameras. 

But how? 

 

While pretty, most of the Christmas lights we see are not 

very bright and come with a lot of photo problems if we 

hope to capture them accurately. 

 

Christmas lights can be fairly tricky to capture since they are 

so dim. If we use a flash (on camera or off), we get a nice 

image of the base subject — the tree, decorations, presents, 

et cetera. But the flash will totally overwhelm the Christmas 

lights, and we either can’t see them at all, or they are 

nothing but a dim glow that adds nothing to the photo. 

 

If we don’t use a flash and opt for a long shutter speed  

(to capture the tree’s lights), we get a nice festive image of 

the lights, but the tree and other decorations aren’t 

properly exposed and don’t look as good as they should. 

 

A middle-of-the-road approach will give you results that are 

unsatisfactory at both extremes. 

 

  

PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS 

\ 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

THANK YOU AND 

WISHING YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES A VERY 

MERRY CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/andycastro/6580605685/in/set-72157602950046826
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Here are three options you can try: 

 

1. If you have a camera that is capable of doing a double 

exposure, you have it made. Do one exposure with the flash 

turned on, then another with the necessary settings to 

maximize the lights. 

 

2. If you don’t have a camera capable of double exposures, 

you can still take the two images described above and 

combine them in Photoshop or some other editing program 

that allows you to do such a thing. 

 

But there’s a third way to get better photos of Christmas 

lights… 

 

3. The third method requires a little bit of camera mastery, 

and I highly recommend that you take advantage of the 

season to learn how to do this. 

 

You will have to take the camera off automatic and actually 

employ a few advanced techniques. 

 

Keep in mind that every setting you use in every photo has 

both advantages and drawbacks. It is the various choices 

you make that will define your creativity and photographic 

style. 

 

Here we go… 

 

To begin with, you must have a tripod. Don’t even try to 

shoot Christmas lights without one. 

 

 
“Live View” captured by Lee Morley 

 

Turn off all the other lights in the room so that the tree’s 

lights are all that are lit. We don’t want extraneous lights 

throwing off our exposure settings. 

 

Next, you need to determine the settings necessary to best 

record the lights. Our exposure will be concerned with three 

settings: ISO, aperture, and shutter speed. 

 

ISO 

Start with your ISO setting. I recommend 100 or so. The 

lower the ISO setting, the less “noise” will be introduced 

into the photo. Every individual pine needle will be sharp. 

 

APERTURE 

Next, the aperture. Here is where we start making the 

creative (as well as the technical) decisions. 

 

If you have a high-quality lens, you can open up your 

aperture to the maximum size. (This will be the smallest  

F-stop number, i.e., f/2.8, not f/16.) On the positive side, 

this will allow in the most light. On the negative side, a wide-

open aperture will give you a very shallow depth of field, 

and some lower quality lenses tend to have aberrations at 

the extremes. 

 

To avoid the aberrations and/or if you want more depth of 

field, most lenses have a sweet spot in the middle range — 

around f/8. Begin there, and adjust later if necessary. 

 

SHUTTER SPEED 

Once you’ve decided on the aperture you want, the last way 

we can control the amount of light getting to our film or 

digital sensor is with the shutter. If we have used a low ISO 

and a middle-of-the-road aperture, our shutter will have to 

be open for a very long time. 

 

Generally, when we consider shutter speed, it is in relation 

to some sort of motion or movement in our photos. In this 

case, there is no movement, and it is strictly a mechanical 

decision. (It has to be open long enough to get enough light 

into the camera.) 

 

 
“Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to you and yours!” 
long exposure (30 sec.) captured by Scott Schiller 

 

This will be a very long shutter speed. That’s why you must 

have a tripod to get better photos of Christmas lights. 

If your camera isn’t able to give you a long enough shutter 

speed, if you MUST, you can make adjustments to the ISO 

and the aperture. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/spookman01/5277631595
https://www.flickr.com/photos/schill/5289276457
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Going from 100 ISO to 200 ISO will cut the needed shutter 

speed in half. Going from 200 to 400 will cut it in half again, 

and so on. Opening up the aperture one or two F-stops does 

the same. Try one of each until you get the right exposure. 

 

Be careful. Underexposure will eliminate the beauty of the 

lights, and you won’t be able to see background objects. 

Overexposure will blow them out. 

 

FLASH 

Once you have decided on the combination of ISO, 

aperture, and shutter speed, you need to capture the lights, 

then we need to turn our attention to the tree and other 

items in the photo. 

 

While we now have a proper setting to record the lights, due 

to their strength and placement, they are not going to be 

bright enough to show the tree, pine needles, presents, and 

so on. 

 

Like any other low-light situation, we need to add a flash. 

Here is where it really gets fun! 

 

Our shutter speed may be a long time, but our flash isn’t! 

That is OK. Our flash will give us the burst of light that will 

properly expose the tree, while the shutter remains open 

long enough to capture the lights! 

 

 
“The Night before Christmas” 
captured by Robert S. Donovan 

 

Ta-da! It’s almost like a double exposure! 

 

When shooting with a long shutter speed, most of your 

better quality flashes will allow you to set them so that they 

will fire either at the beginning of the exposure or at the end 

of the exposure. In this case, since there is no motion,  

it doesn’t matter which one you choose. 

 

If you aren’t aware of these settings or don’t know how they 

work, it’s time to pull out your flash’s manual and read it. 

It’s worth the effort. You’ll learn a pretty cool option that 

can give you some interesting and creative photos all year 

long, not just get better photos of Christmas lights. 

 

Then you’re all set! 

 

Decide what area you want a photo of, set up your tripod, 

and fire away! The flash will fire and show you the tree, then 

the long exposure will allow the beauty of the lights to 

show. 

 

WHITE BALANCE 

By the way, be sure your white balance is set to record the 

white lights as white and not the orange/yellow produced 

by low-temperature lights. Unless that is what you want. 

 

 
“Christmas Lights at Night” captured by Thomas Quine 

 

I hope this article helps. These settings really aren’t as 

difficult to do as they may sound, and to get better photos 

of Christmas lights and decorations, they are essential. Plus, 

the techniques you learn will translate to other types of 

photos, too. 

 

About the Author: 

Dan Eitreim writes for ontargetphototraining.com. He has 

been a professional photographer in Southern California for 

over 20 years. His philosophy is that learning photography 

is easy if you know a few tried and true strategies. 

 

By Danny Eitreim 

Reference: Picture Correct 

http://ontargetphototraining.com/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/booleansplit/6570686511
https://www.flickr.com/photos/quinet/75854707
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Three Lowepro Camera Bags for sale and they are in good 

used condition. 

 

Sale enquires to Pete Burford 02 4578 8087. 

 
Backpack Style - $30 

 
Medium - $20 

 
Small - $10 

 

 
 

  
Google MemeCentre 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY ITEMS FOR SALE 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

PHOTO FUNNIES 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 



 
 

To make things easy on Competition nights, can members 

please print out their own copy of the Competition 

Scoresheet from the website and fill it in beforehand. Please 

print clearly so that it easy to transcribe the information 

onto the website. 

 

NOTE:  please ensure there are no images other than 

Competition photos on the USB when submitting images on 

the competition night. 

 

 
 

Hawkesbury Camera Club has a Facebook page. Follow us 

on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/ 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Don’t forget to make use of all of the features for members 

on the Hawkesbury Camera Club website at 

http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/  

 

 

COMPETITION NEWS 

FORF  

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

HCC FACEBOOK 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/
http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/
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Wednesday 5 February, 6pm 
Welcome back BBQ - BYO 
Pughs Lagoon, Francis Street, Richmond 
 

Wednesday 12 February, 7.30pm 
Q & A all you need to know about the HCC for 2020 + 
Workshop - Music 
Richmond Club 
 

Wednesday 19 February, 7.30pm 
Competition - Open 
Richmond Club 
 

Competition Themes for 2020 
 

DATE THEME 

19 February 2020 Open Competition 

18 March 2020 Night Photography 

15 April 2020 Music  

20 May 2020 Geoff Pfister Portrait Award 

17 June 2020 Animals 

15 July 2020 Creative Food Photography 

19 August 2020 Old Things Photographed in Mono 

16 September 2020 Earth, Wind, Fire & Water 

14 October 2020 Botanical 

4 November 2020 Hawkesbury Hospital Children’s Ward Photo Selection 

18 November 2020 End of Year Competition 

 

 

  

STARTING DATES FOR 2020 
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2019 Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held on Wednesday, 21 November.  The following Office-Bearers and the 

Committee members for 2020 were selected by nominations and voted in accordance with the HCC Constitution-Part 

3-The Committee, Clause 14-Composition and Membership of Committee and Clause 15-Election of Committee 

Members.   

 

Congratulations and welcome to the 2020 Office Bearers and the Committee Members. 

 

2020 Office Bearers 

 

 
President 

Jenny Aquilina 

 
Vice-President 

Tim Hodson 

 
Secretary 

Marian Paap 

 
Treasurer 

Marina Opland 

 

Committee Members 

 
Comp Manager 

Tim Hodson 

 
Newsletter Editor 

Marian Paap 

 
Outing Coordinator 

Geoff Higgins 

 
Webmaster 

Jonathan Auld 
 

 
Don Clay 

 
George Romanowski 

 
Jenny O’Connell 

 
Ron Rodgers 

 
 

 

 

 

  

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS IN 2020 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

Newsletter Contributions 
To the Newsletter Editor-Marian Paap – newslettereditor@hawkesburycameraclub.com.au 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/ 
https://www.flickr.com/groups/hawkesburyimages/ 

http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/ 

 

mailto:newslettereditor@hawkesburycameraclub.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/
https://www.flickr.com/groups/hawkesburyimages/
http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/
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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 

6 DECEMBER 

 

 
 

 

PRESENTATION OF END OF THE YEAR AWARDS! 

   
Grade ‘B’ – Projected Image Winner of the Year Projected Image Runner-up 
Tam Colombo [TC] Deborah Gillman 

MAKING NEWS! 
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 
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Grade ‘B’ – Print of the Year Winner 

Don Clay 
 

 
Grade ‘A’ – Projected Image Winner of the Year Projected Image Runner-up 
George Romanowski Marian Paap 

 

 
Grade ‘A’ – Print of the Year Winner 

Jenny Aquilina 

 

 



 

Page 11 of 19 
 

 
 Winner of a game – Lee Schatkowski Photo Bombed! 

 

 
Photos by Marian Paap 
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Photo by Barry Matthews 
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Photos by Michelle Nichols 

 

THE FIRERY SUNSET 

 
Photo by Marian Paap 

 
Photo by Lee Schatkowski 
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END OF THE YEAR COMPETITION 

20 NOVEMBER 

JUDGE PHIL RAMSDEN 

 

 

 
WINNERS - ‘A’ AND ‘B’ GRADES 

[Left to Right] – ‘A’ Grade; Jenny Aquilina [Print of the Year], Marian Paap [Projected Image Runner Up],  

George Romanowski [Projected Image of the Year] – ‘B’ Grade; Deborah Gillman [Projected Image Runner Up],  

Jenny O’Connell [Print of the Year], Don Clay [Print – Runner Up] 
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Photos by Marian Paap 

 
Photo by Michelle Nichols 
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2019 OVERALL COMPETITION RESULTS 

 

MEDALLIONS 

GOLD 
 
Jenelle Gavin 400 points 
Lee Schatkowski 200 points 
Leeane O’Brien 200 points 
Marina Opland 200 points 
Ron Rodgers 400 points 
Tim Hodson 600 points 
Tim O’Brien 200 points 

 

SILVER 
 
Larraine Foster 100 points 
Julie Wilson 100 points 
Jenny O’Connell 100 points 

 

BRONZE  
 
Deborah Cloake 50 points 
Michelle Goadsby 50points 
Ian (Sam) McLeod 50 Points 
Jenny O’Connell 50 Points 

 

 

2019 MOST ACCUMULATED COMPETITION POINTS 

Jenelle Gavin  181 

 

GEOFF PFISTER PERPETUAL AWARD 

Tim Hodson 

 

2019 ‘A’ GRADE TOP POINT SCORER BY CATEGORY 2019 ‘B’ GRADE TOP POINT SCORER BY CATEGORY 
PRINT 
Tim Hodson  88 
Janelle Gavin  83 
 
PROJECTED 
Jenelle Gavin  98 
Tim Hodson  78 
 

PRINT 
Julie Wilson  43 
Jenny O’Connell  40 
 
PROJECTED 
Julie Wilson  49 
Jenny O’Connell  30 
 

 

MOST ACCUMULATED POINTS 

‘A’ GRADE 
Janelle Gavin  181 
 

‘B’ GRADE 
Julie Wilson 92 
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Most Accumulated Points during 2019 Geoff Pfister Portrait Award Winner 
Jenelle Gavin  Tim Hodson 
Print – Runner up & Projected Winner 

 
‘A’ Grade Print – Most Accumulated Points – Tim Hodson 

   
‘B’ Grade Print & Projected – Most Accumulated Points ‘B’ Grade Print & Projected Runner Up 
Julie Wilson Jenny O’Connell 
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CHILDREN’S WARD PHOTO SELECTION DAY 

6 NOVEMBER 

MC on the Night – Jenelle Gavin 
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Kathy Dyball-Nurse Unit Manager of Risbey & Greenway wards 

Julie Austin-Deputy Director of Clinical Services 
School Children-the Judges on the night from  

Comleroy Road, Windsor, Glossodia Public Schools and 

Mike Watson [Principle Windsor PS] 


