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2020 has for the most part seen our club operate in a way 

that has been unprecedented.  Of course we are not alone  

 

As we come to the end of 2020 we can reflect on how 

different it was to our `normal’.  Terrible drought, followed 

by devastating bushfires, and then the pandemic all 

combined to make our year challenging to say the least. 

 

As a club, we managed to get through, and whilst things 

weren’t optimal, we faired reasonable well given the 

circumstances of how we were forced to conduct our 

meetings, competitions and various outings. 

 

I believe that our end-of-year dinner was a success and 

everyone appeared to enjoy the night, and I look forward to 

when we can get back together in the New Year, hopefully 

at our welcome-back BBQ in February. 

 

In this, and the entire country has been affected to some 

degree.  For us, the inability to hold all but a few of our 

meetings at the Richmond Club has not only required that 

we find other means of continuing, but has taken away 

much of the social aspect gained by being physically 

together. 

 

Nevertheless, we were able to adapt and most of our 

meetings, including competitions, were held on Zoom, and 

it was gratifying to see so many members embrace this 

technology. 

 

Interest was also maintained by several Facebook 

challenges and several members organised photo outings 

and I thank those who organised such events.   

 

One of the challenges of the committee has been to devise 

programs and competitions that catered to a membership 

that comprised a range of interests as well as skill levels, yet, 

at the same time encouraged and challenged us all to learn 

and improve in our photography journey. 

 

 

In Camera 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT  

WHEN WE RETURN IN FEBRUARY 

 
FEBRUARY 3 WELCOME BACK BBQ 
  Pugh’s Lagoon – Richmond 
  6.00pm start 
 

FEBRUARY 10  Q & A 
 2021 program 
 

FEBRUARY 17  COMPETITION  
  Open 

 Judge:  TBA 

 

Wishing you and your families a Merry Christmas & a Healthy Happy New Year 
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Special thanks must as always, go to our Secretary, Marian 

Paap, without whom I’m not sure how we’d fare.  Apart 

from being Secretary, Marian also produces the monthly 

newsletter, assists me as one of the competition managers 

and has been liaising with the Gazette to publicise the Club, 

and it’s little wonder that no-one desires to take that role 

away from her. 

 

Thanks also to the committee, with special mention to John 

Hughes and Marina Opland for their invaluable assistance 

as vice president and treasurer respectively, and also to the 

year’s initial president and vice president Jenny Aquilina and 

Tim Hodson. 

 

Finally I would like to thank all our members who have 

contributed and supported the Hawkesbury Camera Club in 

this extra-ordinary year. 

 

Ron Rodgers 

 

 

 

 
 

I wish to express my sincere thanks to all the members for 

your contribution to the newsletter in 2020 – a very trying 

year! 

 

This will be my last newsletter as this task has been handed 

over to John Scott – all the very best John!  Help him out by 

sending pics, articles, news, tips etc. as this is your 

newsletter. 

 

Signing off for now… 

Marian Paap – Newsletter Editor 

 
 

 
 

The Committee has proposed the following changes to the 

current Grades and Award system in 2021.  

 

This proposal requires 70% members’ acceptances by vote. 

 

The members will be notified via emailed 21 days prior to 

the voting date.  The date’s been set for Wednesday,  

3 February 2021 – which is the ‘Welcome Back BBQ’ at 

Pugh’s Lagoon at Richmond. 

 

If you are unable to attend the BBQ, proxy voting is 

available.  

 

- It was proposed to dissolve Current A & B Grades. 

- Transfer points to 15 point system for the competition 

to be judged. 

- Discard aggregate system. 

 

Discard historical aggregate and award prizes based on 

points accrued annually [medallions]. 

 

 

 
 

2020 COMPETITION TOP POINT SCORERS 

GRADE A TOP POINT SCORER RUNNER-UP  

Print George Romanowski 
[24 points] 

Barry Matthews 
[18 points] 
Marian Paap  
[18 Points] 

Projected  Jenelle Gavin  
[94 points] 

Geoff Higgins  
[70 points] 

GRADE B TOP POINT SCORER RUNNER-UP  

Print Dee Gibson [21 points] Dianne Tavora  
[15 points] 

Projected  John Bosher  
[69 Points] 

Dee Gibson 
[35 Points] 
Deborah Gillman 
[35 points] 
Deborah Gillman 
[35 points] 

 

2020 MOST ACCUMULATED COMPETITION POINTS 

Jenelle Gavin –  94 POINTS 

 

2020 Geoff Pfister Perpetual Award (Shield) 

Tim Hodson 

 

  

FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

\ 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 
Wishing You a Merry Christmas  

And a Happy & Safe New Year! 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO GRADES & AWARDS IN 2021 

\ 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

2020 TOP POINT SCORERS & MEDALLION WINNERS 

\ 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 
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MEDALIANS 

GOLD + 400 Barry Matthews 

 400 Charles Sutton 

 400 George Romanowski 

 800 Jenny Aquilina 

 800 Marian Paap 

   

GOLD 200 Cathy Callan 

 200 Julie Wilson 

   

SILVER 100 Lesley McGuire 

   

BRONZ 50 Points Deborah Gillman 

 50 Points Dee Gibson 

 50 Points Diane Tavora 

 50 Points Geoff Higgins 

 50 Points John Bosher 

 50 Points Max Storrie 

 

 

 
 

REMINDER 
During December/January break, could you please upload 

and catch-up with Merit images to the website if you 

haven’t done it already.  We are so far behind.  This is 

members’ responsibility!   

 

This is a simple task to do. Login to the Admin section and 

follow the “Submit Photo” link –  

http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/admin/submi

tGalleryImage.php. 

 

For any assistance, contact the Webmaster – Jonathan Auld 

or myself. 

 

 

 
 

WHERE TO PUT HANDS IN PHOTOS 

BY KENT DUFAULT 

 

There are three modes of non-verbal communication in 

humans. 

 

The first and most apparent is facial expression, including 

using our eyes and mouths. 

 

The second is body language—how we position ourselves. 

The third is our hands. 

 

 
From left: Photos by Cristian Newman, Kent Dufault 

and KTMD Entertainment 

 

Immanuel Kant, the 18th-century German philosopher, has 

an excellent quote about hands. “The hand is the visible part 

of the brain,” he said. This phrase should be on the mind of 

every photographer who takes pictures of people. 

 

PAY ATTENTION TO THE HANDS 

 

Photographers tend to pay a lot of attention to the face, but 

sometimes pay little attention to body language, and even 

less toward their subject’s hands. 

 

Here are some photography tips for shooting people in such 

a way that incorporates their hands, including do’s and 

don’ts. 

 

 
Photo by Trevor Cole 

 

Don’t place a subject’s hand close to the face, unless it 

frames the face or provides context to the expression. 

 

In the example photo above, the subject’s hand attracts as 

much visual attention as the face itself, if not more. This 

may have been a jewelry shoot to showcase her rings, but if 

the prominence of her hands was not intentional, then the 

effect is often distracting. 

 

UPLOADING MERIT AWARDED PHOTOS 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS 

\ 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/admin/submitGalleryImage.php
http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/admin/submitGalleryImage.php
https://www.picturecorrect.com/authors/kent-dufault/
https://unsplash.com/@cristian_newman
https://unsplash.com/@ktmdphotography
https://unsplash.com/@trevcole
https://unsplash.com/photos/yFYzkr313pw
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Photo by David Alvarado 

 

When appropriately positioned, and with good lighting, 

hands can accentuate a face. They can provide an eye-

catching frame that forces a viewer’s eyes right toward the 

subject of the portrait. 

 

 
From top: Photos by Hichem Dahmani and Allef 

Vinicius 

 

Keep the hands close to, or parallel to, the body. Placing one 

or both hands closer to the camera than the rest of the body 

rarely works out—unless you’re going for a unique effect. 

 
Photo by Michael Afonso 

 

It is equally important not to let your subject push their 

hands all the way into their pockets—they will simply 

disappear. 

 

An old trick used by wedding photographers is to have a 

subject hook just their thumbs into their pockets, while 

leaving the rest of their hands hanging on the outside of 

their pants. Another option is to have the subject slide the 

last three fingers into the pocket while keeping the thumb 

and forefinger exposed. 

 

You may be wondering, why place their hands in their 

pockets at all? 

 

The reason is simple and mostly psychological: when 

photographing subjects who are uneasy or not used to 

being in front of the camera, giving them something to do 

with their hands will often relax them. 

 

https://unsplash.com/@catdave
https://unsplash.com/@iiced
https://unsplash.com/@seteph
https://unsplash.com/@seteph
https://unsplash.com/@mafonso
https://unsplash.com/photos/DxlOd8X0mdE
https://unsplash.com/photos/Z_bTArFy6ks
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Photo by Nick Karvounis 

 

When posing the hands, you must also take into account the 

framing of your picture. Is it a headshot? Is it a half body 

shot? Maybe it is a full-figure shot? The placement of the 

hands will change based upon the amount of body you 

include in your picture. 

 

This last example photo is a perfect use of hands in a 

portrait. Here’s why: 

 

1. They don’t distract from the subject’s face. 

2. The hand placement provides a balance to the 

composition by giving some shape and contrast against 

the dark coat in the lower part of the frame. 

3. The body language of the arms and hands matches the 

expression of the subject’s face. 

4. Her ring becomes a small focal point, helping to tell a 

story about the subject’s sense of style and perhaps her 

personality. 

 

About the Author: 

Kent DuFault is an author and photographer with over  

35 years of experience. He’s currently the director of 

content at the online photography school, Photzy.com 

 

Reference:  Picture Correct 

 

 

10 TIPS FOR CLEANING YOUR CAMERA LENS 

BY JAMES COTTIS 

 

A well maintained, clean lens is vital to any photographer. 

Here are 10 simple top tips for cleaning your digital camera 

lens. 

 

1.  Buy a simple lens cleaning kit. They’re inexpensive and 

invaluable. A cleaning kit commonly includes a 

microfibre cloth, a blower brush, and some lens 

cleaning fluid. 

 

 
Photo by Sabri Tuzcu; 30mm, ISO 200, f/1.4, 1/160-

second exposure. 

 

2.  Do not overlook your casing. Regularly clean the 

casing, as this will pick up grime, grease, and dust 

quickly. 

3.  Don’t be heavy handed when cleaning the 

lens. Remember it is a fragile piece of equipment. If 

grime is hard to get off, do not rub harder! Keep the 

pressure light and be patient. 

4.  Use a blower brush for removing dust on your 

lens. Remember to extend a zoom lens to its narrowest 

or widest focal length to make the glass accessible. 

 

 
“Blower Brush” captured by Night Heron 

 

https://unsplash.com/@nickkarvounis
https://photzy.com/
https://www.picturecorrect.com/authors/james-cottis/
https://unsplash.com/@sabrituzcu
https://unsplash.com/photos/0lzxrijewmY
https://unsplash.com/photos/-ouA8mfvrJ0
https://www.flickr.com/photos/night_heron/380116548


 

Page 6 of 29 
 

5.  Some lenses are weather sealed. However, avoid using 

a cloth dampened with water. A dry microfibre cloth 

should remove all the dirt and dust just fine. 

6. If there is grease, oil, or a smudge on the lens, use a 

lens cleaning fluid. Use sparingly with a microfibre 

cloth and rub in a circular motion. 

7.  Lens wipes are an excellent alternative to microfibre 

cloths. They are cheap, disposable, and have excellent 

cleaning capabilities. 

8.  Buy a lens filter. The filter will protect the front 

element of your lens. A standard UV filter is ideal. 

Replacing a damaged filter is much cheaper than 

replacing a damaged lens! 

 

 
“Untitled” captured by Eric Tastad  

 

9.  A fine, soft painter’s brush is a cheaper alternative to 

a blower brush. A soft bristle, camel hair brush is ideal 

and is commonly available in art stores or online. 

10.  Clean your lens often! Never forget the importance of 

keeping it clean! The exposed glass elements on your 

lens are the most important parts when it comes to 

optical quality. 

 

Every photographer should regularly check their lens for 

dust and smudges. This is not only to ensure you are taking 

the sharpest possible shots; a smudge or a fingerprint left 

for a long time could cause permanent damage to your 

expensive camera lens. 

As we all know, keeping your lens clean isn’t exactly mind-

bogglingly difficult, but it is a task that should be performed 

regularly, patiently, thoughtfully, and attentively.  

Arm yourself with the proper lens cleaning tools. They’re an 

invaluable investment and are worth their weight in gold. 

 

About the Author: 

This article was written by James Cottis from Photo Cameras 

Online. 

 

Reference:  Picture Correct 

 

 

 

 
Reference:  Google 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY INSPIRATIONAL QUOTE 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/erictastad/3440870224
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Follow us on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/ 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Don’t forget to make use of all of the features for members 

on the Hawkesbury Camera Club website at 

http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/  

 

 

 

 
HCC FACEBOOK 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

Newsletter Contributions 
To the Newsletter Editor-John Scott – newslettereditor@hawkesburycameraclub.com.au 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub 

https://www.flickr.com/groups/hawkesburyimages/ 
http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/ 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/
http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/
mailto:newslettereditor@hawkesburycameraclub.com.au
https://www.flickr.com/groups/hawkesburyimages/
http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/
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Wednesday 3 February, 6pm 
Welcome back BBQ - BYO 
Pugh’s Lagoon, Francis Street, Richmond 
 

Wednesday 10 February, 7.30pm 
Q & A all you need to know about the HCC for 2021 + 
Venue to be advised 
 

Wednesday 17 February, 7.30pm 
Competition - Open 
Venue to be advised 
 

 

Hawkesbury Camera Club – Competitions 2021 DRAFT 

DATE THEME 

17 February 2021 Open Competition 

17 March 2021 Land & Sea Scape 

21 April 2021 Creative Photography 

19 May 2021 Geoff Pfister Portrait Award 

16 June 2021 Nature 

21 July 2021 Mono [Open] 

19 August 2021 Reflections & OR Shadows 

15 September 2021 Long Exposure 

20 October 2021 Wide Aperture – Shoot in f4 [Open] 

3 November 2021 Hawkesbury Hospital Children’s Ward Photo Selection 

17 November 2021 End of Year Competition 

 

  

STARTING DATES FOR 2021 
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2020 Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held on Wednesday, 18 November via Zoom due to Covid 19.  The following 

Office-Bearers and the Committee members for 2021 were selected by nominations and voted in accordance with the 

HCC Constitution-Part 3-The Committee, Clause 14-Composition and Membership of Committee and Clause 15-Election 

of Committee Members.   

 

Congratulations and warm welcome to the 2021 Office Bearers and the Committee Members. 

 

2021 OFFICE BEARERS 
 

 
President 

Ron Rodgers 

 
Vice-President 

John Hughes 

 
Secretary 

Marian Paap 

 
Treasurer 

Ian Cambourne 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
Comp  

Computer Operator 
George Romanowski 

  
Jenny O’Connell 

 
Jenelle Gavin 

 
John Scott  

Newsletter Editor 
 

 
Julie Wilson  

 

  
Webmaster 

Jonathan Auld 
 

 

  

INTRODUCING THE OFFICE BEARERS AND THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 



 

Page 10 of 29 
 

 
 

END OF THE YEAR PRINTS & PROJECTED WINNERS 

15 November 
Judged by Allan Corker 

 
A Grade - PRINT 

 

Winner – Julie Wilson 

 

 

END OF THE YEAR COMPETITION RESULTS 

 

 

Metro Views 

Girl in Doorway 

Runner-up - George Romanowski 

Girl in doorway 
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A Grade - PROJECTED 
 

Winner – Jenelle Gavin 

 
 

Runner-up – Marian Paap 

  

Through the Window 

Salamander Bay 
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B Grade - PRINT 
 

Winner – Dianne Tavora 

 
 

Runner-up – Dianne Tavora 

 

Is Daddy Home 

Morning Light 
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B Grade - PROJECTED 
 

Winner – Dianne Tavora 

 
 

 

Runner-up – Dianne Tavora 

 
  

Mount Kenya & Giraffes 

Leopard with Wildebeest 
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END OF YEAR DINNER & PRESENTATION 

4 DECEMBER 

 

Dinner at Villaggio Bistro at the Richmond Club. 

 

 
  

NEWS IN NOVEMBER & DECEMBER! 
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GAMES 
 

 
What’s going on here with paper plates on everyones heads! 

 

  
Attempted drawings of the snowman!   The best drawing of the Snowman by Barry Mattews! 
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LUCKY DOOR PRIZES 

 

  
Picking the next winner Hope these two are married!! Marina & Rob Opltand 

 

  
Deborah Gillman picking a lucky door prize Thank you Marina Opland for the games! 
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PRESENTATION 

 

The beautiful decorative trophies was kindly donated by the Vice-president John Hughes.  Thank 

you so much John for your generosity and the thoughtfulness. 

 

 
All ready for the presentation 
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2020 Top Point Scorer 

Jenelle Gavin 
 

 
A Grade - Print  

Equal runner-up Barry Matthews 
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A Grade - Projected 
Runner-up Geoff Higgins 

 

 
One of the Gold Medallian Winners 

Cathy Callan 
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THE END OF THE YEAR WINNERS 

 
B Grade Print & Projected 

Dianne Tavora swept up the winnings & runner-up titles in both Categories 
Congratulations! 

 

 

 
A Grade Winner– Projected Category 

Jenelle Gavin 
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A Grade Runner-Up– Projected Category 

Marian Paap 

 

 
A Grade Winner – Print Category 

Julie Wilson 
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A Grade Runner-up – Print Category 

George Romanowski 
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HONOURARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP AWARD 

 

The Camera club surprised Marian Paap by awarding Honourary Life Membership at the 

presentation evening on behalf of the club and the members. 

 

I am extreamly honoured to receive such an important award.  I am overwhelmed and humbled that 

the Committee and the members bestowed such an honour on me.  I thank everyone so very much! 
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Story telling time by Pete Burford 

 
I missed the Zoom meetings – so these two framed themselves 

 

Photos by Mary Nguyen & Marian Paap 
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CHILDREN’S WARD PHOTO SELECTION 
NOVEMBER 2020 

 

 
 

The photos were selected by two local primary school children judges.  Due to Covid restrictions, the camera club 
presented Comleroy Road and Windsor public schools with a set of images that was entered by the members.  The 
school coordinated the presentation to the young school judges to select their favourite photo.  The results were passed 
on to the club to select the top 25 photos to be displayed at the Hawkesbury Hospital Children’s Ward in 2021. 
 

 

 
Selecting their faviourite photo  

[photos published with permission] 
Comleroy Road Public School  
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SELECTED 25 IMAGES FOR 2021 
IN ORDER OF VOTES 

 

 

 
Cathy Callan 

 
Jenelle Gavin 

 
Barry Matthews  

Marian Paap 

 
Geoff Higgins 

 
Julie Wilson 

 
Ron Rodgers 

 
Julie Wilson 

 
Barry Matthews 

 
Ron Rodgers 

 
Jenelle Gavin 

 
Jenny O’Connell 

 
Barry Matthews 

 
Leeane O’Brien 

 
Geoff Higgins 

 
Lee Schatkowski 

 
Lee Schatkowski  

Julie Wilson  
Leeane O’Brien 

 
Jenny O’Conell 

 
Jenny O’Connell 

 
George Romanowski 

 
Marian Paap 

 
Julie Wilson 

 
Leeane O’Brien 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO RON RODGERS 
YOUNG SHOW – SEPTEMBER  

 
HIGHLY COMMENDED 

 
COMMENDED 

 
 True Love  Spices 

 

EXTERNAL COMPETITION  

 

 

Palace of the Winds, Jaipur 

White Grevillia 
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On Saturday 14th November a group of 10 or 11 club members took advantage of a fine day and ventured to 

The Hunter Wetlands which is near Wallsend. An easy 2 hour drive had us arriving to enjoy a morning of bird 

and nature photography. But first and foremost, the all-important arrangements had to be attended to. 

Thanks to Cathy Callan, a table was booked in the cafe for lunch. This done, off the group went. The facilities 

there are very good, as are the subjects to be photographed, birds, turtles, flora and fungi. Some people 

ventured along various paths, utilised some hides or just took photos from the paths. As always, for this 

writer anyway, something is learnt on every outing. 

Wetlands = Mosquitos.  

 

After a morning's photography and a very pleasant lunch, about 8 members ventured into Newcastle and 

spent a couple hours poking around and photographing Fort Scratchley. Another lesson learnt here was that 

this was the first Australian location to retaliate against the Japanese attack in 1942. The Japanese actually 

shelled the Newcastle Steelworks from a submarine. The mini-subs entered Sydney Harbour two days later. 

 

The day finished for Ian and John Hughes with a very impromptu visit to Catherine Hill Bay. In fact it was so 

impromptu, that the cameras never came out of the car. We practised our Phoneography. A good time was 

had by all and it is very likely that a return visit will be made to the Wetlands during 2021.  

 
Photos by Julie Wilson 

AN OUTING 
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Photos by Lee Schatkowski 


