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Welcome back to the Camera Club in 2018
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Our March excursion was the 18 Footers World
Championship finals, Sydney Harbour. We had a hot
sunny day and spectacular action to capture. This
event provides a great opportunity for photographers
and spectators alike and I encourage all members to
get on board when we venture out in the future.
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WHAT’S ON THIS MONTH
April 4

PRESENTATION
Portraits – Top 10 hints
John Hughes

April 11

WORKSHOP
Portraiture

April 18

COMPETITION
Geoff Pfister Portrait Award

April 20-22

WOMBEYAN CAVES

April 28

OUTING
Night Shoot - Werrington
Western Sydney University

Our next excursion is an ‘overnighter’ at Wombeyan
Caves, April 19-22. It is probably too late to book
accommodation in the cabins but a canvas hotel is
available for the more adventurous. Let me know if
this appeals to you. Photography in the caves
presents its own set of challenges but the results are
well worth it. It will also be an opportunity to get
some spectacular landscape shots too.
We have the interclub competition in May and we
need you to submit your best shots for possible
inclusion in this event. We need 10 colour prints, 10
monochrome prints and 10 images for projection.
We are providing prints for Fitzgerald House in the
near future and if you have some work that you think
would be suitable for this venue please contact
Jonathan Auld.
Our Mystery Bag competition was quite a success and
I thank all those who submitted images in the
competition. I am never disappointed with the
ingenuity and imagination behind some of these
images. Well done to you all.
John Hughes

PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS
\

HINTS FOR TAKING A GOOD PORTRAIT
EWSLETTER
CONTRIBUTION
ByNMichelle
Nichols

I recently read a few articles about taking great portraits
and thought I would share some of the points. The main
points were good lighting and composition. It also
mentioned the rule of thirds and Golden ratio.
Rule of thirds divides your subject vertically and
horizontally into threes. The Golden ratio is a rectangle,
using a spiral shape similar to a cowrie shell. For Golden
ratio see https://photographyicon.com/goldenratio/ for
Rule
of
thirds
see
https://digital-photographyschool.com/rule-of-thirds/
Many photographers take a portrait showing a classic head
and shoulders of your subject. But rather than playing safe,
try stepping in much closer and using the eyes as your rule
of thirds, get in quite close. You can also do this by
cropping. By cropping your image tightly the eyes may
become the main feature. You can also crop for balance
and symmetry. However you don’t have to abide by any
rules, you can also experiment and do whatever looks
good.
The article notes the importance of cropping a portrait to
obtain the best impact. It may be portrait or could even be
landscape. Sometimes a bit of negative space can create
interest.
It is also interesting how light and shadow play across over
your model’s face. Lighting can highlight the facial
features. There are a number of techniques photographers
should learn to assist when taking portraits. There are a
number of interesting tutorials by searching LIGHTING +
PORTRAITS found online including
https://www.digitalphotopro.com/technique/lightingtechniques/portrait-lighting-essentials/
Cropping limbs is important. It is said, “If it bends don’t
crop it” so try not to crop at knees, waist, elbows, toes,
hands and ankles as it can make the model look squat.

This image is of Garry, taken in 2014. The image on the
above was cropped and won the Geoff Pfister award in
2014. The judge noted his character and personality
shone through.
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Here are some additional websites to check out:
https://photography.tutsplus.com/tutorials/quick-tip-5tried-and-true-portrait-cropping-techniques--photo-15607
https://digital-photography-school.com/good-crop-badcrop-how-to-crop-portraits/
https://digital-photography-school.com/6-portrait-lightingpatterns-every-photographer-should-know/
https://www.digitalphotopro.com/technique/lightingtechniques/portrait-lighting-essentials/

HOW TO HANDLE CATCH LIGHTS AND EYEGLASSES GLARE
IN PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY
BY DANNY EITREIM
I’ve previously discussed the importance of catch lights.
Without them, your subject’s eyes look dull and lifeless.
They help add interest to portraits and are a very effective
way to add depth to the eye.

you determine how high to place the main light. It should
be at about 45 degrees from the axis between the camera
and the model and high enough to be slightly above their
head.
Every face is different, so watch the shadows and catch
lights to determine the right placement for the lighting
pattern–shadows to determine the light pattern, catch
lights to determine the height of the light source.
Reflections in glasses can kill a portrait faster than just
about anything else. Here are a few pointers:
The first thought that many of us have is to just take the
photo with the subject not wearing glasses. This can work–
or it can be a problem.
If the subject does not normally wear glasses (they may
habitually go without them or they may usually wear
contacts) go ahead and shoot without them. If the subject
normally does wear glasses, and you shoot without them,
no one is going to like the portrait. The person in the photo
won’t look natural. Plus, their eyes might look slightly
unfocused or even crossed.

photo by Victor Semionov
CATCH LIGHTS
Ideally, catch lights should be round. This tends to be the
most natural and visually pleasing shape (reflections of the
sun are round, and we are used to seeing the round
shape). The shape of your catch lights is generally only a
problem if you are using a square reflector or diffuser.
If you are going for a contest winner, you will want to
retouch your catch lights to make them round.
Be careful about the number of catch lights visible in the
eye. Your fill light or reflectors will add additional catch
lights to the eyes. You usually only want one in each eye.
Retouch or adjust your lighting to remove any extras.
Lastly, the catch light (ideally, provided by the main light)
often looks best at the 11:00 or 1:00 o’clock
position within the subject’s eye. Knowing this will help

photo by Ryan Ritchie
Rule of thumb: if your subject shows up for the portrait
session wearing their glasses, leave them on.
Since the lights are generally higher than the subject’s
head, one way to avoid glare from the glasses is to raise
the part of the stems going back to the ears. The hooked
part will be raised half an inch or so above the ear. This
tilts the lenses down and can eliminate glare.
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If tilting the glasses doesn’t eliminate the glare, you may
have to raise the lights. Be careful about tilting the glasses
too far; it looks odd if you overdo it.
Lastly, you can actually take the lenses out of the frames
and have your subject wear the empty frames. This is a
method that’s been touted by photographers for decades!
For most eyeglass frames, it is easy to remove and replace
the lenses with an eyeglass screwdriver kit. It would be
worth your while to get one and keep it in your camera
bag.

COMPETITION NEWS
FORF

To make things easy on Competition nights, can members
please
print out
their own copy of the Competition
NEWSLETTER
CONTRIBUTION
Scoresheet from the website and fill it in beforehand.
Please print clearly so that it easy to transcribe the
information onto the website.

Be cautious though. If you break or scratch your subject’s
glasses, you could end up buying him or her some new
ones. You will drop the screws, so have extras on hand.
Catch lights and glare prevention need not be complicated.
Make sure your catch lights are the right shape and in the
right location, watch for glare in your model’s eyeglasses,
and you’ll be quick to improve your portrait photography.
The Author:
Dan Eitreim ontargetphototraining.com.
Reference: Picture Correct

INSPIRATIONAL QUOTES

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION

NOTE: please ensure there are no images other than
Competition photos on the USB when submitting images
on the competition night.
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ANNOUNCING…
PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBITION BY JENELLE GAVIN
Photographic Exhibition by Jenelle Gavin.
Jenelle’s ‘Nature in Focus’ themed photos are being exhibited at the Village Kitchen in Kurrajong from 28 April until 31 May,
with a collection of macro and other nature photography.
Official Opening is on 29 April from 3-5pm and please join her to show your support. [See the Invitation below.]
All the very best and Congratulations Jenelle!

HCC FACEBOOK
Hawkesbury Camera Club has a Facebook page. Follow us
EWSLETTER
onNFacebook
atCONTRIBUTION
https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/

Don’t forget to make use of all of the features for members
on the Hawkesbury Camera Club website at
http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/
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Competition Brief
GEOFF PFISTER PORTRAIT AWARD
Wednesday 18 April 2018
THEME
The theme for this competition is PORTRAITURE. The Hawkesbury Camera Club honours its late president Geoff
Pfister in a special annual photography competition called the Geoff Pfister Portrait Award.
JUDGE
Judge – Pfister family
DEFINITION & DETAILS
Geoffrey Pfister joined the Hawkesbury Camera Club many years ago and became a
keen and enthusiastic member. He greatly bolstered the membership and transformed
the club. Passionate about all things photography - Geoff particularly enjoyed taking
pictures of people. Sadly, Geoff passed away in 2011 after contracting an incurable
illness. His memory lives on in the Camera Club, through the perpetual Geoff Pfister
Portrait Award. The club would like to display the winner and some selected portraits
on the club’s website at http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au If your subject is
not known to you, it may be worthwhile obtaining a model release form signed by the
subject you are photographing to ensure you have authorisation to use their image
online. Photographer’s Model Release info at http://photographerfinder.com.au/doyou-need-a-model-release.html
BACKGROUND INFO
http://www.artslaw.com.au/info-sheets/info-sheet/street-photographers-rights/
The following sites might give you some inspiration…
 http://www.moranprizes.com.au/gallery/photographic
 http://www.digitalcameraworld.com/2016/01/19/14-portrait-photography-tips-techniques/
 http://improvephotography.com/1305/101-portrait-photography-tips-to-improve-your-photography/
REGULATIONS
This is a PRINT ONLY competition and is open to both A and B Grade. The regulations are:
1. Maximum 4 prints in colour or monochrome.
2. Minimum image size 6” x 4”
3. Prints must be mounted appropriately
REQUIREMENTS
 The person must be the main focus of the photograph with no supporting background; it’s all about the
subject and the object(s), if any, the subject is holding.
 Photographs should meet the Club’s criteria or will not be accepted. Requirements are located on our
website http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/
 This award is presented to the best portrait taken by a financial member.
Any enquiries please contact the Competition Manager competitionmanager@hawkesburycameraclub.com.au14
November 2017

Newsletter Contributions
To the Newsletter Editor-Marian Paap – newslettereditor@hawkesburycameraclub.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/
https://www.flickr.com/groups/hawkesburyimages/
http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/
\

Page 7 of 18

MAKING NEWS IN MARCH!
EXCURSION – TWILIGHT AT YARRAMUNDI
7 MARCH 2018
The excursion to Yarramundi for twilight photography was attended by 17 keen members on the
night. This beautiful spot has so many variants to photograph thanks to Mother Nature.
Many members were ready to leave just after the sunset, but John Hughes persuaded them that
time to capture better images is yet to come… Am sure, by staying a little longer, many members
learnt long exposure and manual function on their cameras to capture images of beautiful light
after the sunset.
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Photos by Marian Paap
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18 FOOTERS WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP FINALS
SYDNEY
11 MARCH

Getting ready to do some serious shooting – Ian’s Slip, Slop, Slapping!!
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Show Off!!
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WORKSHOP & PRESENTATION
TABLE TOP PHOTOGRAPHY
14 MARCH

No, she’s not part of the Table Top Photography display. It’s Iris Macdonald celebrating her birthday on the
night of our workshop.
Happy Birthday Iris!!
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Photos by Marian Paap
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COMPETITION - MYSTERY BAG
IN-HOUSE JUDGING
21 MARCH
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Photos by Michelle Nichols

Photo by Marian Paap

Page 16 of 18

PHOTOGRAPHY AT LIVE AND LOCAL MUSIC HAWKESBURY - RICHMOND
24 MARCH 2018

Alan Sadlier did a practice run on 24 March at Richmond photographing Live and Local Music as he has
volunteered to photograph the Kurrajong event on 14 April…
Alan wrote… “The clowns provided a wake up to the early morning coffee set.
Most people were surprised and seemed to appreciate the whistle blowing.
The performance in the Arcade was most enjoyable, particularly the Choral performance with Josephine
Blue singing so well.
The three young ladies who performed were simply amazing and their message was simple -- enjoy what
you like to do and bring happiness to all who listen.”
Thank you Alan.
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Photos by Alan Sadlier
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