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Hi Members 

 

It's hard to believe that we are heading into April. 

 

Our second competition for the year was self-portrait! 

There certainly were great photos, some funny and some 

intriguing. Well done everyone! 

 

Our judge Ralph Mende gave his expert opinion on the 

night and was impressed with the quality of work. 

 

We have some interesting presentations coming up to 

inspire and expand our photographic minds. Please refer 

to the 2019 program and the competition briefs that’s 

available on the club's website. 

 

Marian Paap had sent out an email regarding displaying 

your work which would also be available for sale at the 

Hawkesbury hospital. There is a limited amount of work to 

display, so if you are interested, please let myself or 

Marian know. What a fabulous opportunity this is for you 

and the club. Seize it before it's too late. 

 

Our April competition ‘Sports & Games’ brief is now 

available and also published in this newsletter. There are 

some helpful outings organised for this competition topic. 

So if you are stuck for ideas, check out our outing 

schedule. 

 

Lastly, if you have any questions or ideas you would like to 

see covered within our program, please have a chat with a 

committee member.  

 

Happy snapping… 

 

Regards 

Jenny Aquilina 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT  

WHAT’S ON THIS MONTH 

April 3 PRESENTATION 
 Environmental Speaker 
 

April 10 WORKSHOP 
 Sports Photography 
 Presenter – David Miller 
 

April 17 COMPETITION 
 Sports or Games 
 Judge – Les Harvey 
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Boost  

APRIL 13 

Mayfield Garden & Bathurst Weekend Trip 

 

APRIL 20 
Canoe Polo 
 

APRIL 27  
Ken Duncan Seminar – Photography Explained  
Life Anglican Church, Quakers Hill  
Book through the website – www.kenduncan.com/tours-
events/photography-explained-seminar/.  
Join his mailing list (VIP Club) and you get a $50 discount 
off the price – normally $210 but with the VIP is only $160 
– 9am to 5pm  
 
MAY 25  
Balloon Aloft  
Mudgee Night Glow – 5-8pm  
Early bird tickets if booked before 25/4/19 - Grandstand 
seating $29.50 per adult  
Picnic seating $19.50 per adult  
See website for details. 
www.balloonaloft.com/mudgeenightglow  
 
JUNE  
- Vivid  

- Bowen Mountain Observatory  
 
JULY 25-27  
Wheelchair Rugby Nationals - Sydney 

 

 

 
 

Tripods and Tripod Alternatives for Photographers 

Reference: Picture Correct 

Posted: 10 Mar 2019 07:27 PM PDT 

 

When you’re new to photography, whether you’re using 

an old film camera or a modern digital SLR, for a time, you 

may be content just to roam about with camera in hand. 

Many modern DSLR camera lenses have built-in optical 

image stabilization, which helps counteract the movement 

you may inadvertently introduce, despite trying your best 

to keep your movements under control while taking your 

photos. 

 

 
photo by Zach Dischner 

 

For some situations, you can often get away without using 

a tripod and, in fact, having your camera mounted on a 

tripod can inhibit how creatively you use the camera to 

create your photographic masterpieces. 

 

However, there are situations when a tripod is invaluable.  

I will cover some typical example situations, and then 

discuss your options when it comes to buying a tripod—

whether it be a more traditional aluminium or carbon fiber 

tripod, or one of the alternative tripods, such as a Gorilla 

Pod, an Ultra Pod II, or a camera beanbag. 

 

Why You Might Want to Buy a Tripod 

For every situation where a tripod is needed, it is required 

in order to avoid introducing unwanted vibration into your 

camera, particularly during long exposure photographs, 

where the camera’s shutter will be open for a second or 

more, during which time any vibration will be picked up 

and, most likely, be represented as blurring of your 

subject(s) in your final image. Landscape photography is 

one such sub niche that always benefits from having a 

good quality tripod. 

 

Another area of photography where you will want a tripod 

is if you’re exploring light painting. This time, not only are 

you going to be using longer exposure times, you’re also 

going to need to rest your camera on a stable platform, 

while you either stand off to one side with a flashlight, or 

go into the frame, painting light into your scene. Once 

again, a tripod is your friend for this task. 

OUTINGS - COMING UP 

FORF  

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS 

\ 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/zachd1_618/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/zachd1_618/4791878706/
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photo by Brian Tomlinson 

 

Anytime you need to keep your camera at a specific angle, 

whether it be absolutely horizontal (such as for landscape 

photos) or vertical (such as for portrait photographs of 

people) or any other angle in between, a tripod is the best 

tool for the job. Being human, there’s only so long you can 

hold your camera in a totally still position before you start 

to fatigue. And that’s when you’ll wish you’d had a tripod 

to take the strain. Providing you have a solid tripod that 

can comfortably hold the weight of your DSLR camera  

(and possibly and external flash on top), then it will keep 

your equipment at the angle you want it for as long as you 

need it. 

 

It’s good to have a tripod when doing product 

photography. Many times, I will take the photos without 

using a tripod. However, it can quickly become a chore to 

hold a bulky DSLR, and that’s when I’m glad I’ve got the 

option to stick the camera on the tripod, so I can just focus 

on arranging the products to get the best shot. 

 

Types of Camera Tripod 

Okay, so now that you’re hopefully coming around to the 

benefits of having a tripod, the next issue is which type of 

tripod to get. 

 

Nowadays, the way I see it, there are really two types of 

tripod: 

 

Traditional Tripods 

These have three legs (hence the term “tri”pod) stacked in 

sections that collapse down on top of one another, to keep 

the tripods compact when storing them or when travelling 

with them. When you are using these tripods, the legs can 

be eased out to a required length and then locked in place, 

for the specific height you need. Locking the legs is either 

done via a spin-lock system, where you rotate rings to lock 

the legs so your tripod won’t collapse unceremoniously to 

the floor, while others have quick-release locks with flaps 

that can be flicked open or securely closed. 

One of the key decisions you’ll need to make is whether to 

get an aluminium tripod, or one constructed from carbon 

fiber. Aluminium tripods will be cheaper to buy than 

carbon fiber versions, but the carbon fiber tripods will 

weigh less, making them the better option for those who 

like to go trekking with their camera gear and want to take 

a tripod along as well. 

 

 
photo by darkday 

 

Just remember, because carbon fiber tripods are so 

lightweight, you’re likely to need something to weigh it 

down, so that the wind won’t introduce unwanted 

vibrations. Good carbon fiber tripods, such as the 3LT 

“Brian”, which I own, have a hook underneath the central 

column, onto which you can sling your camera bag, for 

added ballast. 

 

Alternative Tripods 

There are three different types of alternative tripod that 

may interest you; they have their pros and cons, compared 

with a traditional tripod, and I have one of each. 

 

The first offering is the Gorilla Pod. The benefit of this style 

of tripod, over a more traditional tripod, is that, due to the 

unique construction of the legs, the Gorilla Pod is better 

suited to placing on all sorts of awkward and uneven 

surfaces, such as, rocks, grassy hillsides, etc. You can also 

wrap the three legs around tree branches, posts, railings 

and the like to place your Gorilla Pod at all sorts of 

different heights, providing there are suitable objects 

available to do this. That’s one of the advantages of a 

standard tripod: you’ll generally have enough height 

variations (by expanding or contracting the legs), to set up 

your camera at a fairly decent height. One thing you 

should be aware of are the subtle variations of Gorilla 

Pods, as one type will only fit the mounting bracket of 

larger DSLR cameras. I have both a Panasonic FZ1000 

(bridge camera) and a Panasonic GH4 (DSLR, but a micro 

four thirds camera, so smaller than larger, full frame DSLR, 

such as Canon’s 1DX) and neither of them will fit on the 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/brian_tomlinson/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/drainrat/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/brian_tomlinson/15280825357
https://www.flickr.com/photos/drainrat/16411291161/
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original Gorilla Pod. I had to purchase a Gorilla Pod Zoom, 

which fit both cameras. 

 

 
photo by Nan Palmero 

 

The next option is the Ultra Pod II. This is the smallest 

tripod I’ve ever owned. It has three solid plastic legs, which 

are not height adjustable. However, what it lacks in height, 

it makes up for in both portability and versatility. This thing 

is super lightweight, so it’s great for hiking about with. But, 

its party-piece trick is the integrated Velcro strap, which 

allows you to secure the tripod to tree branches, gates, 

sign posts, and the like. The one slight downside is the 

Velcro strap isn’t all that long, so you’re limited to 

attaching it to things not much larger than the size of a 

thick man’s wrist. However, it’s so compact, lightweight, 

and brilliantly versatile that it has a permanent place in my 

camera backpack; it comes with me wherever I go with my 

camera gear and, if I think I can get away with it, I will 

prefer just this one Ultra Pod II—and maybe my Gorilla 

Pod, which is also similarly compact, but is superior to the 

Ultra Pod II on uneven and awkward surfaces—than 

lugging about a bulkier, more traditional tripod. 

 

The final tripod alternative is not actually a tripod, at all: 

it’s a camera beanbag. I have a 1kg variety (though 

different weights and sizes are available) and it’s great that 

you don’t have to fiddle about screwing in your camera; 

just plonk down the beanbag, mush your camera down on 

top of it so that you get it level (okay, so there is still a little 

bit of fiddling), and then you’re ready to start snapping. 

You can also put it on top of your car, for instance, and not 

have to worry about scratching the paintwork. 

 

So, if you had to buy just one tripod, which would it be? I’m 

tempted to say the Ultra Pod II, because you don’t have to 

fiddle about with adjusting multiple leg sections before 

you’re ready to start photographing stuff. However, as 

much as I really like that lightweight tripod alternative, you 

can’t beat the height adjustability of a traditional tripod. If 

you find yourself wanting to take it out and about, and if 

your budget can stretch to it, a quality carbon fiber tripod 

is probably the one to go for. However, if you have extra 

cash going spare, I do find it great to be able to choose 

between using my Gorilla Pod Zoom, Ultra Pod II, and my 

more traditional carbon fiber 3LT Brian tripod – if I need 

the height, I will use the 3LT; if I think I can get away 

without this larger tripod, when going out with my camera 

gear, I do prefer to travel light and take both the Ultra Pod 

II and Gorilla Pod Zoom, which give me enough options to 

find a suitable solution for where to place my camera to 

get some interesting shots. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Reference: Google 

 

INSPIRATIONAL QUOTES 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/nanpalmero/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nanpalmero/11868113595
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To make things easy on Competition nights, can members 

please print out their own copy of the Competition 

Scoresheet from the website and fill it in beforehand. 

Please print clearly so that it easy to transcribe the 

information onto the website. 

 
NOTE:  please ensure there are no images other than 

Competition photos on the USB when submitting images 

on the competition night. 

 

 

 
 

Hawkesbury Camera Club has a Facebook page. Follow us 

on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/ 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Don’t forget to make use of all of the features for members 

on the Hawkesbury Camera Club website at 

http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/  

 

 

COMPETITION NEWS 

FORF  

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

HCC FACEBOOK 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/
http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/
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Newsletter Contributions 
To the Newsletter Editor-Marian Paap – newslettereditor@hawkesburycameraclub.com.au 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/ 
https://www.flickr.com/groups/hawkesburyimages/ 

http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/ 

 

mailto:newslettereditor@hawkesburycameraclub.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/
https://www.flickr.com/groups/hawkesburyimages/
http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/
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Hawkesbury Camera Club continue support 

Members of the Hawkesbury Camera Club were at  
Hawkesbury Hospital to hang 25 new framed photos in the  

hospital’s children and maternity wards. 

 

 
 
22 February 2019 
 
The Camera Club has supported the hospital for a number of years, donating new photos for the wards 
each year. 
 
Images are specially chosen by children from neighbouring primary schools including Windsor, Richmond 
and Freemans Reach Public Schools. 
 
The children are invited to vote for their top 25 photos at an annual competition hosted by the Camera 
Club from a large selection of high quality images. 
 
Hawkesbury District Health Services Perioperative Services Manager Sonia Jones attended the annual 
competition evening. 
 
“The children take great care and pride in selecting the photos, especially in knowing that they will be 
helping other children who may find themselves in hospital” Sonia said. 
 
“Animals, including ponies and puppies proved to be a popular choice together with landscapes and some 
very creative colourful images”. 
 
Hawkesbury District Health Services Director of Mission Integration Martin Teulan reflected on the value 
the photos bring to the hospital. 
 
“The photos bring much joy and brightness to our young patients, their families and our caregivers and we 
thank and acknowledge the Hawkesbury Camera Club for their ongoing support” Martin said. 

 

https://www.sjog.org.au/our-locations/hawkesbury-district-health-

service/news/news/2019/02/22/02/22/hawkesbury-camera-club-continue-support-of-hospital 

MAKING NEWS! 
MARCH 

https://www.sjog.org.au/our-locations/hawkesbury-district-health-service/news/news/2019/02/22/02/22/hawkesbury-camera-club-continue-support-of-hospital
https://www.sjog.org.au/our-locations/hawkesbury-district-health-service/news/news/2019/02/22/02/22/hawkesbury-camera-club-continue-support-of-hospital
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WINDSOR POLO 

30 & 31 MARCH 

 

Many camera club members enjoyed photographing polo matches over the last weekend. 
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PHOTOS BY JOHN HUGHES 
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PHOTO BY DEBORAH GILMAN 
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PHOTOS BY TINA SIMM 
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PHOTOS BY LEEANE O’BRIEN 
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PHOTOS BY MARIAN PAAP 

 

You will still be able to catch more polo matches next weekend.  See the following link for the 

Program.  Thank you Tina Simm for sharing this information. 

 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/ca62cc_964dc3d55aee4222a1ea57bedf19af3a.pd 

  

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/ca62cc_964dc3d55aee4222a1ea57bedf19af3a.pdf
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TRIPODS & MONOPODS 

27 MARCH 

  

Thank you Sam mcLeod for the presenttaion! 
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PHOTOS BY MARIAN PAAP 
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COMPETITION - SELF PORTRAIT 

20 MARCH 

 

 
JUDGE RALPH MENDE 

 
PHOTOS BY MICHELLE NICHOLS 
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WORKSHOP - FILTERS & SHUTTERSPEED 

13 FEBRUARY 
 

Thank you John Hughes for the presentation. 
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OUTING - SECRET GARDEN & NURSERY 

9 MARCH 

 

 

 
PHOTOS BY LEE SCHATKOWSKI  
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PHOTO BY LEEANE O’BRIEN 

 
 


