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IMAGE OF THE MONTH - ‘Sisters Beach’ – Judged by Brett Atkins 

Photographer Geoff Higgins 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Hi Camera Club members  

Last month I was pleased to say 

that we were now back to 

meeting regularly at the 

Richmond Club, with all 

restrictions lifted.  How wrong  

I was.  If it’s not Covid keeping us 

out, it’s now rain and floods.  Only twice in the last two 

months have we been able to have our meetings 

there.  Here’s hoping that things turn around for us in 

the near future.  I know that some of our members 

were affected by the floods and I wish them all the 

best in getting back to normal. 

These disruptions have played havoc with organising 

outings, however, more are planned to occur 

throughout the year. 

Unfortunately our second competition had to be on 

Zoom, yet there was still a large turnout, both in 

members online as well as the number of photos 

exhibited.  Our next competition, hopefully in the 

Richmond Club, will be Creative, and will be judged by 

Sandra Dann who gave a great presentation and 

workshop earlier in March, and has provided a link for 

further tips. 

Also, the Hawkesbury Show is on in May.  Last year 

only five members exhibited, all achieving awards, and 

it would be nice to see a greater contribution this year, 

especially as we are sponsoring one of the categories. 

In the meantime stay safe. 

Ron Rodgers 

President – Hawkesbury Camera Club 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Royal Bathurst Show 2022  
29 April – 1 May 

ENTRIE FORMS TO BE IN BY – 8 April  

DELIVERY by – 20 April 

https://www.bathurstshow.com.au/custom/public/fil

es/rbs2022-schedule-pavilion-arts-1.pdf 

 

 

2022 OFFICE BEARERS 

President Ron Rodgers 

 0434 345 222 

Vice President John Hughes 

 0433 021 949 

Secretary Marian Paap 

 0402 116 670 

Treasurer Ian Cambourne 

 0410 457 752 

COMMITTEE 

Committee George Romanowski 

 Jenelle Gavin 

 Lesley McGuire 

 Julie Wilson 

Comp Coordinator  Marian Paap 

& Comp Presenter Terry Lilley 

Webmaster Jonathan Auld 

 
 

WHAT’S ON THIS MONTH 
APRIL 

 

April 6 PRESENTATION 
 By Members 
 
April 13 PRESENTATION & WORKSHOP 
 ENVIRONMENTAL PORTRAITURE 

By Craig Wetjen 
 
April 20 COMPETITION 
 CREATIVE 
 Judge – Sandra Dann 

https://www.bathurstshow.com.au/custom/public/files/rbs2022-schedule-pavilion-arts-1.pdf
https://www.bathurstshow.com.au/custom/public/files/rbs2022-schedule-pavilion-arts-1.pdf
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The Rally Ground Hunter Valley 

Steamfest 
9 – 11 April 2022 

Maitland Station 

Maitland  NSW 

 

Hawkesbury Show 2022 
6 – 8 May 

ENTRIES CLOSE – 19 April 

https://www.hawkesburyshowground.com.au/show/

schedules#panel_29 

 

PHOTO TIPS 
 
If you are looking to process 35mm film, the ‘Camera House’ 
at Penrith offer the full service.  They process films in-house.  
Also offers scanning old film negatives and slides services. 
 
This is not an advertisement/promotion for the ‘Camera 
House’ but witnessed the film processing during a recent 
visit to the shop and thought of sharing this as few members 
were discussing this topic recently. 

Marian Paap 
Newsletter Editor 
 

What is environmental portrait photography? 
 

 

 
An environmental portrait is a portrait executed in the 
subject's usual environment, such as in their home or 
workplace, and typically illuminates the subject's life and 
surroundings. The term is most frequently used of a genre 
of photography. 

Environmental portrait - Wikipedia 
https://en.wikipedia.org  wiki › Environmental_portrait 

 

5 Tips for Better Environmental Portraits 
A Post By: Rick Berk 

Environmental portraits typically show the subject in their 
natural environment. They are different from traditional 

portraits in that they tend to show more of the character of 
the subject, rather than just the subject in front of a neutral 
background. Most people, unless they are professional 
models or natural hams, tend to stiffen up in front of the 
camera. Because your subject is in his or her natural 
environment, they tend to be more relaxed, resulting in 
better facial expressions and body language. 

Environmental portraits are my favorite way to photograph 
people. I love it when I get a shot that makes the subject’s 
friends and family say ‘Oh yeah, he’s got you down!” In this 
article I’ll discuss five things I always keep in mind when 
taking environmental portraits. 

 

For this portrait, my client wanted some images on her 

balcony, as that was her favorite place in her home. ISO 400, 

1/500 at f/2.8. 

1. Do your homework 

To properly photograph someone in their environment, you 
need to know your subject. You don’t have to be close 
friends, but generally speaking, when someone asks for an 
environmental portrait, you want to make sure you capture 
who they are. Ask what they have in mind. Ask what their 
hobbies are. If they want a portrait in their home, what’s 
their favorite spot in the house? What do they do in that 
spot? If it’s outside the home, where do they want to be 
photographed? Why? You need to become a bit of a 
reporter and sniff out the story. Then you need to illustrate 
it. 

2. Get them talking 

Now that you know a little about your subject, what they 
like to do, and where they like to do it, it’s time to point a 
camera at them.  This can be the “make-or-break” point of 
the shoot. If your subject is uncomfortable in front of the 
camera, this will come across in the images, unless you find 
a way to get them to relax. One of the easiest ways to get 
them to relax is to start a conversation. Make them forget 
that you are taking their photo by asking them about 
themselves. Have them talk about the spot they’ve chosen 
for the portrait, their hobbies, their families, their job – 
anything to get their mind off of the camera in front of 
them. 

https://www.hawkesburyshowground.com.au/show/schedules#panel_29
https://www.hawkesburyshowground.com.au/show/schedules#panel_29
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GGRV_enAU751AU751&q=What+is+environmental+portrait+photography?&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&vet=1&fir=hcQru56V-L7JVM%252CxfzITpduxxxcwM%252C_&usg=AI4_-kSEjRSehiK9Qu3vgLZDqxJQobF9sQ&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiB8_n_zez2AhUMzzgGHR5-D4gQ9QF6BAg3EAE#imgrc=hcQru56V-L7JVM
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GGRV_enAU751AU751&q=What+is+environmental+portrait+photography?&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&vet=1&fir=hcQru56V-L7JVM%252CxfzITpduxxxcwM%252C_&usg=AI4_-kSEjRSehiK9Qu3vgLZDqxJQobF9sQ&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiB8_n_zez2AhUMzzgGHR5-D4gQ9QF6BAg3EAE#imgrc=hcQru56V-L7JVM
Environmental%20portrait%20-%20Wikipediahttps:/en.wikipedia.org%20%20wiki%20›%20Environmental_portrait
Environmental%20portrait%20-%20Wikipediahttps:/en.wikipedia.org%20%20wiki%20›%20Environmental_portrait
Environmental%20portrait%20-%20Wikipediahttps:/en.wikipedia.org%20%20wiki%20›%20Environmental_portrait
Environmental%20portrait%20-%20Wikipediahttps:/en.wikipedia.org%20%20wiki%20›%20Environmental_portrait
https://digital-photography-school.com/author/rickberk/
https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GGRV_enAU751AU751&q=What+is+environmental+portrait+photography?&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&vet=1&fir=hcQru56V-L7JVM,xfzITpduxxxcwM,_&usg=AI4_-kSEjRSehiK9Qu3vgLZDqxJQobF9sQ&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiB8_n_zez2AhUMzzgGHR5-D4gQ9QF6BAg3EAE#imgrc=hcQru56V-L7JVM
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In the portrait below, my subject lives in the shadow of this 
bridge, and is most definitely a New Yorker. This was an 
impromptu session after a private tutoring session and she 
was reluctant to let me point the camera at her. She wanted 
to learn photography herself, so I wrapped a lesson into the 
banter and pretty soon she was just talking photography 
and forgetting I was snapping images. 

 

EOS 5D Mark II with EF 70-200 f/2.8L IS II – 1/200th at f/4, ISO 100 

3. Use Live View (if your camera has it) 

This plays right along with item number two above.  Most 
people tense up when you raise the camera to your eye, 
waiting for the image to be taken. Some may even 
inadvertently shut their eyes, expecting a flash. If you can 
use Live View on your camera, you can get it away from your 
face. Your subject will be looking at you, and not at the 
camera, and will not necessarily anticipate you pressing the 
shutter button. This works especially well with cameras that 
feature articulating screens. It can be helpful to mount the 
camera on tripod as well, using a remote release to trigger 
the camera. 

This is an image of my friend Chris (below), taken while he 
was supposed to be shooting me and my kids. We were 
discussing what shots we wanted next when I clicked this, 
using Live View to frame the shot and focus. 

 

EOS-1D X with EF 24-70 f/2.8L II – 1/2500th at f/2.8, ISO 100 

4. Modify the light 

I try to go as minimal as possible with gear for 
environmental portraits, using the natural light at the 
location. However, there are always times where the light is 
less than optimal and you need to modify it in some way. 
This can be as simple as adding a reflector in a strategic 
location, or setting up a flash in a soft box or umbrella. It will 
all depend on what the available light is like and the look 

you are going for. One thing I always try to do is keep the 
light looking as natural as possible. 

This was a business portrait, but my client wanted more 
than a simple headshot. It was taken late in the day, 
meaning I had to create my own light. She wanted her team 
in the background working, to show when you worked with 
her, she had a whole team backing her up. I used a Canon 
430 EX II to light the background, aiming it off a white wall 
and the ceiling, out of the frame. I then used a Canon 580 
EX II off camera in a Westcott Apollo 28″ soft box to light my 
client. I adjusted the intensity of the lighting so that the 
background light was at a 2:1 ratio with my main light. 

 

EOS 5D Mark II with EF 24-105 f/4L IS – 1/100th at f/4, ISO 400 

5. Don’t be afraid to shoot tight 

While it’s true than an environmental portrait normally 
means showing some of the area around your subject – the 
environment – you can get close and still show your 
subject’s character.  Take an element of your subject’s 
hobby, and show them participating in the hobby. If they’re 
a model builder, you could do a tight shot of them applying 
glue or assembling the pieces.  This is your chance to be 
creative, trying different angles, focusing on different 
aspects of their personality and character.  Emphasize 
features that stand out, in a flattering way, if that’s the goal. 
Find out what makes the person in front of your camera 
special, and capture it! 

 

EOS 5D Mark II with EF 24-105 f/4L IS – 1/250th at f/4, ISO 100 

This is the same girl as the shot in front of the bridge. She’s 
a photographer as well now, but back then she was just a 
hobbyist who wanted to know more about her camera.  
I used the beautiful sunset light I was getting, and set up a 
reflector to camera right to bounce the light back into her 
face. I wanted her peeking out from behind her camera, 
illustrating that she’s into photography. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B007FGYZFI/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B007FGYZFI&linkCode=as2&tag=dpsgeneral-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00006I53W/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B00006I53W&linkCode=as2&tag=dpsgeneral-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005Y3T1AI/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B005Y3T1AI&linkCode=as2&tag=dpsgeneral-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0076BNK30/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B0076BNK30&linkCode=as2&tag=dpsgeneral-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B001ENJ88W/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B001ENJ88W&linkCode=as2&tag=dpsgeneral-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B001ENJ88W/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B001ENJ88W&linkCode=as2&tag=dpsgeneral-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000NP3DJW/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B000NP3DJW&linkCode=as2&tag=general-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000NP3DJW/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B000NP3DJW&linkCode=as2&tag=general-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00022KOWU/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B00022KOWU&linkCode=as2&tag=dpsgeneral-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B007FGYZFI/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B007FGYZFI&linkCode=as2&tag=dpsgeneral-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000AZ57M6/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B000AZ57M6&linkCode=as2&tag=dpsgeneral-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B007FGYZFI/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B007FGYZFI&linkCode=as2&tag=dpsgeneral-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000AZ57M6/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B000AZ57M6&linkCode=as2&tag=dpsgeneral-20
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A Success Story 

 

Transforming the Ordinary into the Extraordinary! 

G'day Ron, 

I hope you are keeping well :) 

I have felt a great sense of pride over the last few weeks, 
when reading the Success Stories that Easy Way students 
have been sending in.  Thank you to those of you who have 
had the courage to share your story with me!   

As a teacher, there is no greater reward than to hear that 
my students have taken those tools and techniques and 
used them to overcome the obstacles, achieve their goals 
and find a greater passion and joy for the art of 
photography! 

That's enough about me - it’s time to introduce Sandra Dann 
and share her ‘Success Story’. 

Sandra Dann 

I knew Adam before he was known as Easy Way and I have 
to say it, "G’Day Adam"!! I remember doing a one on one 
class with him and he showed me the Transform Tool. I had 
no idea what that was or why I would use it!! 

My, how things have changed!!!   

 

My photography journey started in 2012 when I moved to 
Queenstown, New Zealand as a "mature age back packer" 
for a working holiday. Every chance I had, I would get out 
with the camera and photograph the beautiful winter 
landscapes. New Zealand is where I cut my teeth in 
photography and processing my images. On my return to 
Australia, my passion for photography continued. I joined a 
camera club and again, every chance I had, I was out with 
the camera. I entered club competitions and the feedback 
was "tones are muddy" and "photoshop skills could be 
improved". This then drove me to improve my skills in 
Photoshop. 

I did a few workshops with Adam when he was first starting 
out teaching and I found his style easy to follow and to learn 
from. Coming from an Adult Educator background, I 

appreciated how much work went into his workshops. In 
those early days I learnt the importance of having a 
workflow to follow. I had the Easy Way workflow sheet 
printed and next to my monitor so that I could work on my 
consistency. I called myself a Landscape Photographer then, 
and I was like a sponge, learning different techniques to 
improve the processing of my landscapes. 

I learnt from many sources and I started to experiment with 
replacing skies and trying many different techniques to get 
a different look and feel to my images. I would watch 
YouTube video’s, then Adam started his Easy Way On Line 
Courses and I subscribed. I would certainly recommend his 
Easy Way On Line Classes to photographers that want to 
start using Photoshop as the learning is in bit size chunks, is 
self-paced and gives direction when trying to learn about 
layers, masks, curves, levels and so much more. 

"Don’t be frightened of Photoshop - invest time in learning 
and keep on challenging yourself." 

In 2016 I was still photographing Landscapes but my style 
changed in processing as I experimented with many 
different techniques such as motion blur, textures, 
replacing skies (you should see my sky library now). The 
passion ratio between photography and creative processing 
was starting to become equal. I loved creating images - they 
were becoming more than photos out of camera for me. I 
continued learning and entered competitions with some 
success. This was the year I won my first Silver. Woo hoo! 

Moving forward to 2018, my style really changed as I 
experimented further with different camera and processing 
techniques. Pushing boundaries with my style, constant 
practice and investing time in fine-tuning my Photoshop 
skills, the fruits of my labour paid off, with a highlight for the 
year of winning my first Gold and winning a Creative 
Category. 

I continued to work on my style, colour techniques and 
knowing what I wanted from my images. I topped up the 
"visual library" by looking at art, other photographers work, 
and sifting through photography platforms for ideas and 
inspiration. Constant practice, learning from others as well 
as self-learning, investing time in developing my craft in 
processing was time well spent. I began to realise that the 
camera was the tool I chose to capture photos, but it was 
the processing that was the exciting journey for me. 

In 2019 I was fortunate to win Gold in a Creative Category. I 
had developed my style of using soft pastel colours, creating 
composites using my landscapes as the background and the 
technical term of "whacking" in trees, buildings, creating 
whimsical and arty images. I discovered myself as an artist - 
using the camera was the tool to capture "moments in time" 
and Photoshop was the creative tool to allow me to create 
whatever I saw in my mind. 

"Now I call myself a Digital Artist, though I still use my 
landscapes as the base for some of my images, those which 
I call "Altered Landscapes". I have to feed the creative 
soul." 

I have aimed to keep on improving, learning and moving 
forward in my journey. In 2020, the year that never was, I 
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re-invented myself again, not by choice but by 
circumstance. Being a Tour Guide and having no work, I fell 
back on what I am passionate about. Photography, teaching 
others, self-learning and being creative.  The year that never 
was has allowed me to be creative and take a new direction. 
Moving back to that lesson with Transform Tool, I now know 
how and when to use it and thank you to everyone who has 
been part of my learning journey. 

Photography means different things to different people. 
Some are purists in their photography while others want to 
create art and explore - no one way is right. Find your lane 
and don’t compare yourself to others! Invest time in 
learning and more importantly, allow yourself to play and 
experiment - a great way to learn. 

"Find what makes your soul come alive, whether it’s being 
out in the landscape or other environments or creating 
art. And most importantly have fun for isn’t that why we 
do what we do?" 

These images below are a small timeline of my journey with 
the camera and processing techniques. 

 
Icons 

 
Stormy 

 

Fairytale Lane 

 
Midnight Wanderings 

Thank you so much to Sandra for sharing her inspirational 

'Success Story'. I hope that you enjoyed hearing about one 

of our fellow Easy Way Students, as much as I did! Well done 

in your persistence, dedication and pushing your craft 

throughout your nine year journey. 

Sharing and celebrating success, teaches, inspires, 

challenges and motivates others to achieve similar goals 

and we would be excited to share your success story with 

fellow students at Easy Way Photography. Perhaps you have 

succeeded in mastering sky replacements or created your 

first composite image. Or you have found the courage to 

enter your first competition. 

If you feel that you have succeeded in any way and in doing 

so, would like to give others a great sense that they are not 

alone on their photographic journey, we would be excited 

to share your story. Please provide a brief summary of your 

success story, to be considered for an interview to be 

featured on the Easy Way Photography Blog, Facebook 

Group, Instagram, Facebook business page and via email to 

Easy Way Photography subscribers. Share your Success 

Story! 

suzanne@easywayphotography.com 

Take care 

Adam 

COMPETITION INFO 
 

To make things easy on Competition nights, can members 

please print out their own copy of the Competition 

Scoresheet from the website and fill it in beforehand. Please 

print clearly so that it is easy to transcribe the information 

onto the website. 

mailto:suzanne@easywayphotography.com
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CHANGE TO COMPETITION RULES FROM APRIL 2022 

Financial Members are entitled to enter a total of  

THREE (3) images as Printed and THREE (3) images as 

projected. 

Please ensure all digital copies of Images [max size 2mb] 

must be emailed & prints are to be delivered to the 

Competition Coordinator on Sunday before the 

Competition date or earlier. 

 

 
 

HCC FACEBOOK 
 

Hawkesbury Camera Club has a Facebook page. Follow us 

on Facebook at 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/ 

 

 

 
 

Don’t forget to make use of all of the features for members 

on the Hawkesbury Camera Club website at 

http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/  

 

PHOTO FUNNIES 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Newsletter Contributions to: 
newslettereditor@hawkesburycameraclub.com.au 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/ 
http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/ 

https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/
http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/
mailto:newslettereditor@hawkesburycameraclub.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/HawkesburyCameraClub/
http://www.hawkesburycameraclub.com.au/
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ENTRIES ARE DUE, SUNDAY 17 APRIL 
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UPCOMING PHOTO CHALLENGE 
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IN MARCH 
Presentation - Creative Photography 

By Sandra Dann 

2 March 

 

We were back on Zoom meetings this month and this time it was due to floods!  The Windsor and the 

North Richmond Bridges were underwater cutting off many of our members to travel towards Richmond 

Club, which was used as a ‘flood evacuation centre’.  Some of the members were affected by this 

devastating natural occurrance and wish them all the very best in their recovery from this! 
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IN MARCH 
Online Workshop - Creative Photography 

By Sandra Dann 

13 March 

 

FLOODS IN HAWKESBURY 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 A selection of the best Prints 

Photos by Deborah Gillman 
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MEMBERS NEWS 
Recently some of our members entered into some external competitions and did well!   

Sharing their success stories below. 

Lithgow Show 2022 

Congratulations Ron Rodgers! 

 

   
 

 

 

1ST PLACES 

 

Monochrome Print - Reserve Champion 

Ron Rodgers 

Mono - Landscape 

‘Darling River’ 
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Large Colour Prints - Plants 

‘Sturts Desert Pea’ 
Mono - Open 

‘Old Boots’ 

Colour Large Prints – Local Heritage 

‘Zig Zag Train’ 

 

Colour Large Prints – Digitally Edited 

‘Sliced Tomato’ 
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2ND PLACES 

 

 

 

Mono – Human Figure 

‘Hard at Work’ 

Colour Large Prints – Digitally Edited 

‘Hydra Greece’ 

Colour - Bird 

‘Penguins in Antarctica’ 
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3RD PLACES 

 

 
HIGHLY COMMENDED 

 

Mono - Open 

‘Chinese Calligraphy’ 

Colour - Transportation 

‘Cycles in Jakarta’ 

Colour – Human Figure 

‘Buddhist Nun’ 
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LITHGOW SHOW 

CONGRATULATIONS MARIAN PAAP! 

1ST PLACES 

 
 

 
 

 

  

Mono – Long Exposure 

‘Fanning’ 

Colour – Long Exposure 

‘Richmond’ 
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3RD PLACES 

 

 
 

 
  

Colour – Furry Animal 

‘Mamma & Babba’ 

Colour – Group of People 

‘What’s Down There?’ 
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WALLAMBA DISTRICT SHOW – NABIAC 

CONGRATULATIONS JOHN BOSHER! 

WELL DONE! 

1ST PLACES 

   

 
  

Portraiture 

‘It’s My Business’ 

Open - Monochrome 

‘Poker Time’ 

Action 

‘Extreme Rider’ 



 

Page 19 of 20 

2ND PLACES 

 

 
  

Action 

‘Take Off’ 

Insects 

‘Taking a Break’ 



 

Page 20 of 20 

HIGHLY COMMENDED 

 
 

STEWARDS CHOICE AWARD 

 

Insects 

‘Morning Moth’ 

Open Monochrome 

‘Hope’ 

Stewards Choice Award 

‘Abandoned’ 


